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rhe defect of Renyesentation ts the national disease; and, unless you apply a remey dieetly to 

‘ d , you must inevitably take the consequences with which it is pregn meme ithoutk @ 

“op entay ‘Reform the nation will be PLUNGED INTO NEW W ARS; without a Paerlicmentary 

‘ReOorm you CANNOT BE SAFE AGAINST BAD MINISTERS, yor can good i ters be of use 
’ ue No HONEST man can, according to the present system, continue minister.” 

Mr. \'rrr's Speech, 1782 
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ro THI {in office along with anotier of them, and 

:' etn st oars j suffered that other to pian and execute 

Is ypenT Preorre oF Hampsnire., 


Lettrer IV. 


y Reform. 


Parliamentary 


CENTLEMEN, 

\ly addresses to you, upon this subject, 
lor some months been discontinued 
ount of other matter having forced 
vpon the public attention, Now 

resume tbe discussion without 
inger of its being interrupted by 
interest excited by warlike events, 
that, after what we have now seen 


‘hat way, there can happen nothing of 


tic sort, capable of exciting our wonder, 
or rousing our indignation. 


Since the | 





the terrible expedition to Walcheren, 
while the former carried in his pocket a 
promise of the dismissal of the latter, 
upon the ground of his unfitness for his 
office ; not forgetting. i siy, that mil- 
lions of our taxes and the lives of thousands 
of our countrymen were committed to the 
united councils, to th: co-operating wis- 


‘dom, of men whose jealousy and hatred 


of each other urged therm, at last, to shoot 
at each other’s heads: jook back over 


i'these six last- months; then read my 


motto; and then ask yourselves, whether 


' you have not there beiore you the disease 


‘far in the 


date of my Tarp Letter ; that isto say, 
Within the short space of six months, we 
1, 1. The war and the peace, be- | 


m and eencluded in Austria. 2. We 
e seen the campaign in the southern 
insul destractive campaign in 
‘pun and Portugal, and the list of titles 
d upon our commander. 3. We 
seen the splendid; and enormously 
expensive embassy to Spain. 4, We 


ichievements of which, as well as for 


| 
| 


n the Waicheren Expedition, for | 


those of Baron Douro, the Park and | 


dower guns were fired, and government | 


uinations were made, in token of joy. 
We have seen, one week, materials 
vento brick and mortar) and workmen 
sipped off for the purpose of building 


r 


/ 
PY 


_and the remedy. 


When Pitt utteted these words he did 
not foresee, that he himself should go so 
way of fulfiling them. He 
could hardly have foreseen, that, “« without 
‘(a Reform,” he should become minister, 


land “ continue’ such for nearly twenty 


years; had he foreseen.this, he would not 
have declared, that, without a reform, no 
honest man could contine minister. We 
are now In a situation to render this sub- 


ject particularly interestine, because we 


have the practical consequences before our 
eves, A change of nunistry is called for by 


some persons, as the means of saving the: 


nation; or, at least, of affording it a 
chance of salvation ; but, Pitt, in this me- 
morable speech, told us, that, “ without 


“a Parliamentary Reform, even good mi- 


arracks wherein to lodge our troops ia | 


“ic island of Walcheren, and, the next 
weck, we have seen it stated, that these 
‘oops are ordered to evacuate the island. 
short, six such months for military 
“vents; six months of such importance to 
se world have, I am pretty confident, 
‘ver been before, though my opinion is, 
‘atthe next six, afcer this winter, will not 
ve legs important. Well, Gentlemen, now, 
‘ook back over these six last months, not for - 
sting that one of the ministers remained 


* 





“¢ nisters would be of no usc,’’ a truth which, 
I think, none but such persons as the Edin- 
burgh Reviewers, that is to say, those 
who profit, or seek to profit, from corrup- 
tion, will attempt to deny. 

There cannot, [ think, be the smallest 
doubt, that it is owing to the want of a 
representation of the people, that this na- 
tion has been test into new wars and 


expensive and useless and inglorious wars; 

for, indeec, it is manifest, that almost con- 

stant war is necessary to the present sys- 

rt being the source of such endless 
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means of influence. But, to take a recent 
instance or two, is it not notorious, that 
the war for Ferdinand VII, a war which 
has already cost us so many millions in 
taxes and so many thousands of valuable 
ives, a war the events of which make one 
shudder with horror; is it not notorious, 
that this war was never approved of by 
the people of this kingdom, who were will- 
ing to make any sacrifices for the purpose 
of restoring the liberties of Spain, and of 
defending them against Buonaparte, but 
who abhorred the idea of aiding in the per- 
petuating of Spanish bondage? The Edin- 
burgh Reviewers have asserted, that the 
people have to thank themselves for the Na- 
tional Debt, for that they have always 
urged the government to make war: ‘That 
every one of the wars of this reign has 
been a war ofthe people. “ The people!” 
What ashame for men of talents thus to 
prostitute those talents! The people? In 
what way did the people express their ap- 
probation of this war for Ferdinand? I 
need not put the question to those of you, 
Gentlemen, who happen to live at Win- 
chester, and who saw some two score of 
sycophantic clergymen and tax-gatherers 
and barrack-masters and dock-yard con- 
tractors trooping to St. John’s House at 
the heels of George Rose, and there, call- 
ing themselves @ county meeting, passing, in 
the form ofan Address tothe King, an appro- 
bation of the war just then resolved upon, and 
which Address was brought ready manu- 
factured, in the pocket of the said George 
Rose, or some one acting under his divec- 
tion. Now is it not baseness to the last 
degree for any well-informed man to call 
this the voice of the people of Hampshire ? 
Our voice, as you well know, was directly 
against such a war; and, indeed, ow® in- 
terests must be eternally opposed to every 
project, calculated, as this was, to produce 
a waste of national resources, without the 
smallest chance of eff cling any good pur- 
pose whatsoever. It is not sO with the far 
greater part of those, who assemble upon 
such occasions. They have an 
not only separate from, but in direct oppo- 
sition to, our interests. ‘To them every ad- 
dition to the taxes (no matter from what 
cause) ts a bencfit, because the gain of most 
of them is in proportion to the amount of 
the taxes. And, which applies to the 
whole of them, they, at any rate, have in 
view some place, pension, or emolument 
from the ministry of the day, and, there- 
fore, they ought not to be, in such a case, 
considered as speaking the voice of the 
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people, nor, indeed, of any portion of the 
people. : 

It was my intention, at this time, mere. 
ly to point out to you some of the 
sequences, which we have, at this moment, 
before us, of a want of a Parliamentary 
Reform ; but, an advertisement, which 1 
have just seen, for a county-mecting iy 
BerksHineE “ to consider of an Address 
“ congratulating his Majesty on his enter. 
“ing the 50th year of his reign,” induces 
me to beg leave to trouble you with a few 
words upon that subject. If there should 
be a meeting called in this county for 
similar purpose, and if the Address, there 
proposed, should contain, whether ey- 
pressly or by zmplication, any praise of the 
ministers and measures of this most unforty- 
nate and calamitous reign, it will be cur 
duty to demand an alteration in such Ad- 
dress. There isnot a man of us who will be 
disposed to dissent from any expression of 
good wishes or of duty towards his Majesiy; 
but, at the same time, that we “ congratu- 
«late him upon his having entered on 
« the 50th year of his reign ;”’ at the same 
time that we express our fidetity to him 
as our sovereign, it will be perfectly 
proper for us to express our unleigued 
regret, that, during the whole of bis 
reign, he has never had but very few ser- 
vants, in whom the people confided, and 
that every set of his servants have been, 
by their successors, accused of wast of 
honesty as well as want of wisdom ; 8 
that, each set of servants have made false 
assertions, or every set have been bad.— 
[ trust, that we shall not keep away from this 
meeting (if one should take place) merely 
because it may be called by others. It 
a time of the year when most men have 
some leisure. My decided opinion : 
that it is impossible for George Rose ani 
all his underlings to pack a meeting | 
such a way as to obtain any thing reset 
bling a majority, unless they were edges 
carts and waggons and actually yy MH 
loads from the Dock-yards and the a 
racks in the Isle of Wight. Indeed, ee 
cannot do it: let the yeomanry act as t ‘ 
did upon the last occasion, and there's n 
the smallest doubt of their success—— 
This county has long been rega" 
being full as much at the minister D ; 
if it were a rotten borough. It was” 
because it had lent itself to cone 
Every man almost was persuaded ra. 
himself to one faction or the o Ee 
thus became a political slave of his We 
accord, This is not now the ¢as- 
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~ think, each man of us for himself, 
we have proved to the nation, that 
mpshire is yet alittke more dear to us 
» Hanover. ——I beg leave to add one 
tion. The factions may, perhaps, 
ee to call together only the Noblemen, 
Clergy, and Freeholders. But, 
y have no power of exclusion. Lvery 
Bn, who can possibly attend, should 
\|, and no one dare attempt to set his 
cc aside. ‘There are thousands of per- 
who have copy-hold, or lease-hold, 
or who have good personal pro- 
though they have nothing of what 
lcd freehold; but, will such persons 
weak enough to keep away from a 
nty-meeting upon that account, and 
staciily sanction the abominable abuse, 
which we complain, and which abuse 
s a forty-shilling freeholder, who is not 
ficquently @ pauper, above the copy or 
s holder, or the man in trade, or the 
mcr, who is, perhaps, worth thousands 
pounds, and who pays in taxes every 
, or, perhaps three or four times a 
u, more than the fee-simple of the 
y-shilling freeholder’s property is 
rth.—No: I trust, that there are, at 
Ss day, very few indeed of the yeomanry 
H tradesmen of this county, who are to 
thus deceived, or thus intimidated from 
ng their duty. Every man in the 
iy has a right to attend a county 
ung, and, for this reason, that no one 
‘right to put any question to him as 
what is the nature of his property. 
se who pay no taxes, indeed, if any 
ti could be found, might, with some 
Ww of reason, be objected to. Ata 
ung, some time ago, at Reading, it 
asked whether there were any but 
dolders in the Hall; whereupon Mr. 
LLitt said: “If there be any man 
' te who does not pay taxes, in one 
lape or another, let him withdraw.’’ 
laugh ensued, and all stood fast. 
‘Sis the principle whereon to act in 
acase. There is no one who 
authority to examine into any per- 
> qualitication, No one has authority 
bid another go away; and, therefore, 
ust, that any trick intended to make 
Mecting thin, will be defeated. 
lam, Gentlemen, 
Your friend, 

W™, COBBETT. 

Botley, 22 Noo. 1809, 








SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
‘TAT OF FRANCE———Many have been 


et ee 


| 
‘ 
i 
| very gross as that, which I am about to 
| 
| 
} 


{the occasions, upon which I have endea- 
voured to guard my readers against a be- 
lief of the reports, published in this coun- 
try, relative to the pretended mesery and 
disa fhe tion of the people in brance : which 
reports have been repeated, perhaps, a 
thousand times.—— The mischief of this 
delusion, is, that it leads people to rely 
upon what is not true, and disposes thema 
to slacken in their exertions for their coun- 
trv’s defence. ‘To be deceived, in any 
thing, is mischievous; but every decep- 
| tion of this sort is peculiarly so. 
the attempts to deceive the public in this 
way have been gross enough; but, I 
do not, at present, recollect any one so 





make a subject of comment; and, what 
| makes it the more necessary to be com- 
| mented on, is, that it found its way to the 
public through the pages of the Morning 
| Chronicle, which introduced it in a mane 

ner calculated to give it as much credit as 
| possible. ‘The introductory words of the 
| editor are as follows : 
| French Papers which should have been 

‘ 
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delivered to us on Monday evening, 
“reached our hands yesterday morning. 
| © It has furnished us with a regular set of 
| « the Courier de |’ Europe down to the 4th 
| « inst. and what is of more importance, with 
| a particular detail of the present state 
uv of France, written by a Gentleman who 
| « has had the best means of observation, and 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


é 


~ 


ca 


/“ upon whose authority we can IMPLI- 
« CITLY RELY. ‘The following is the 
|“ substance of his private letter to us:’’ 
—~Now, who, from this introduction, 
would not suppose, that a detail was about 
‘to be given, worthy of public reliance ? 
The editor says, that he himself implicitly 
| relies upon it; he calls it important; and 
he says his correspondent has had the 
best means of observation.——The article 
is taken from the Morning Chronicle of 
the 15th instant. I think it necessary to 
be particular; for, really, it is hard to be- 
lieve, and I could blame no one for doubt- 
ing in the existence of such a publication, 
Jesides, it contains a statement respecting 
the conduct of English prisoners of war 
in France, of which I should be very sorry 
to be suspected as the author, or even the 
promulgator; for, if the fact stated be 
true, it is indeed of importance, but of a 
most disgraceful nature. Here, then, 











is that detail, on which the editor of the 

Morning Chronicle places implicit reliance. 

——The date, as to place, is blank : the 

time S the 4th of November.——- Buona- 
2B2 
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“ parté passed through Meaux, on the 
* 20h October, at three o’clock; he ap- 
‘« peared unusually pale and fatigued; a 
“ handkerchief was tied round his head ; 
“on a faint ery of Vive Napoleon! Vive 
« |’ Empereur! he scarcely nodded his head. 
“His baggage was on its route for 
« Bayonne-— troops marching from all 
‘parts of the North for Spain. He goes 
« after the meeting of the Senate. Joseph 
“ Buonaparté is to be King of Italy. Spain 
“to be treated as a conquered country, 
“and divided into twelve Governments. 
os Beauharnois is to be King of Po- 
“land; that part lately wrested trom the 
“ Austrians to form a part of the king- 
“ dom. Nota light more than the ordi- 
“nary lamps were seen at Paris on the an- 
“nouncing of peace, although the Moni- 


“teur boasted of a general joy and illu- | 


“mination; no such thing; the Parisians 
are as indiffcrent to any peace on the Con- 


“ tinent as the Khann of Tartary. They | 


‘complain loud!y of the Corsican’s am- 


“ bition; pray tor peace with England, | 
“with whom they are not enemies. It is the | 


« Corsican himself, and these who are en- | 


’ , Malstnarer wants lar hye ars 
“yoying military rank and place, that are 


“forwar; but thsy wish for repose. There | 
«is noCommerce; Paris presents perfect- | 
“ly splendid misery; a few carriages, and | 
se by no means convey any great idea of | 
“riches. Every trader readily carries | 


tho 


«his merchandize 25 or 30 per cent. for 
“ready money. Coffee, sugar, cloth, all 


“cotton manufactures, augznent LMA LLY 


~~ Gund m ry = _ s » ‘- 
6 2n price. ate theatres M08 hay full, CX} 
" + 
r\ 


. 1, ' ; . . Pevert- , ur 
“cept in the pit. Bills are stuck up every 
“nicht at 


tiat the polece are employed 


armers rumed, cane | 
vants or their labourers, | 


; 


Re $0 Cheay and piente. | 
| 


l porer snpe | 


-\F ee lia 


. nr A 
er ee- 


i of 36.000 


men ( ) bas filled wp | 
hd their s i é} wy # Lh 4 (} yvwe#&¢r of thie 


army ii. ibe Imperial Gaard 


. , 

‘ . a - 1, + Panic ie +3} 

* Not one out of ten, that lef\ Paris in April | 
re i 


7 . . ‘ — bial 4 . o . ul 
“ iast, 7 ed wethout loss of limb or se: , 


aes 4 -_ 
4 ; 


, , : , ; : A 
“ wounded: the privates and subaltern officers 


PS : 


+ 
+ , . . . 
sneak freely. Lis army is composed of 
* i 


«thousands of Prassians, whom he took 
« violation of the treaty of peace. ‘The 
“ conscripts wound and maim themselves 
“to prevent serving.—Tbe new public 
“works are not paid for: the person 
“who is repairing the Thuilleries, &c. 








ot. Cioud, Malmaison, and in | 


m | 


«“ prisoners, and never suffered to return. in 
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has not been paid a soussince two Vex: 
‘¢and then on Government bonds ee - 
“ than 12 per cent. discount,—Sijr Thee , 
«« Lavie was thrown into prison and oa 
“ veyed at four in the morning to St. yy 
“ nehould, a small fortification ney Ver 
“dun ; his papers seized, and po 
“knew for why—a most wicked bres 
‘of good faith, almost as wicked uw » 
‘ detention of the Corsican. They tre: 
“our prisoners with wncommon crely 
‘ thumb-screwed, a chainround their nechs; 
«¢ bodies, conducted from brigade to bp 


fe n 
«“gade; nothing but bread, no wine,» 
‘ beer, no meat, oftentimes without stray 
“and put into dungeons full of wue 
« chained often with galley slaves q 
«other criminals. ‘This severity | 
« forced many to enter into their servic 
«600 already clothed and armed, pase 
“through Meaur for Bayonne. Tiley so 
‘to me they would desert; above 50 had 
I am sure, poor fellows, they. enter 
into the service with no other view ta 
running away; but, alas! J fear the 
‘will never succeed.” Now, this d 
tail does, IT think, come complet 
to the instruétions given by Sir Toby 
his brother knight, when the latter is sbou 
to write a eh Jienge to his supposed riva 
« Tet it be curst and brief; have as man 
«lies as will lie in thy sheet of pa 
“let there be gall enough in thy 
“though thou write with a goose pelt 
Let us pass over the faint cry ¢ 
Vive Napoleon, and also the dim i 
tion at Paris, admitting, for the saxt' 
avoiding dispute, that the accot a 3, Wh 
the Nionit ur oye S of the joy and enu 
astic loyalty of the people of Frau 
just about as true as those, given "y 7 
Morning Post and other hireliag p™ 
® We 


Lt, © 
¢ 
‘ 


. . *?* ° } 
in similar cases, on this side ¥ cohen 
. ehat the pe 

Letswallow, too, the assertion, that 2° 


ple of Paris are quite indifierer! ab aa 
peace upon the contiient, anu or 
pray for pea with us, whom ys ‘a 
most cordially. and further that the : 
plain loudly of the Corsican’s am bites: ‘ 
But, stay |! We must be goer renee 
believe this ; because our ore ene 0 
tleman has, in other partsol BST 
told us that it is only certain Pr 
who dare speak. Here seems ‘ sagt 
contradiction ; and, indeed, i! | aie 
that the Parisians do loudly coms veal 
the Corsican’s ambition, they ~*. 

liberties with their sovereig? roe 

ever dowith oars, of whom nove of ba 


dream of complaining, though 


we 
v* 


ad 
¢) 
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two ves ; » ae 
tm ye » and though this war as well as the 
$ at morg was beoun by our government. If, 


Cp : 5 
Sit Thome the people of France do loudly 
Nand cop ny of the conduct of their sove- 


; ( ss {,, O° . . 
tO St. Me . the people of France are not in a 





> ? ‘ ° , 
’ a Ver of slavery so very complete. So, 
iC ral _ , . . 

’ Me oD + the proofof misery, the “ theatres 
fpr he 7 > 97 99 yi 
Cd react nap fitlt. liow are our theatres ? 


‘k d Us @ 
Chey tr 


On cre ty 


Wie police are employed ¢tcking down,” 
ow police employed? Oh! 


vibes, riunate strings to touch upon 
Cir he "9 


ai a a at thi lime but, what are we to 
ie ae i of what this authentic gentleman 
tty rs .ooul 6 losses in the army F « The 
‘garde fower of the army 1s cut off’ Good 
1 the 7 ®!! and is thata subjectot drscontent in 
Ree stict mice? Are we to believe, that that will 
. ; a he people to date their sovereign ; 
Pres ire we to believe this too, just at this 
lion ,when we are still hearing the ac- 
brig ats of the Jubilee through the besotted 
hee ins of the hired prints ? Do the peo- 
yal . France charge their sovercign with 
vieg~ ood of his armies ?——« Not one in 
arcdiead that lefi Paris, in April last, withou 
oie sof limb, or severcly wounded.” Well, 
ui To > 1 what then? But, really, one can 
a y help thinking, that this corres- 
“ =p \ Peent of the Morning Chronicle was 
: wee: g ironically. Alas! the French 
of bY, Pe very likely their loss and 
» the ilerings have been great, have not 


cut and bled and suffered inv vain: 


have returned, though few in number, 


int cry ¢ j . Yr : 
+ ‘e riiaps, covered with glory and not with 
ce. The Emperor of France may hold 


= . : . 4 , 

quests as the price of his people's 

ices. tie may say to them, that, 

has called upon them for great ser- 
; . 

great pecuniary sacrifices, he 

id them im exchange perfect se- 

this? rople dre id noenemy. They 

haunted with no fears of invasion. 

not filled with alarms. They 

in doubt as to what may be their 

Ix months from any given day. 








iss, and they have as much of glory as 
i ivy even for them. Paris, it 
» according to the notions of this 
‘,isina state of splendid misery, and, 
“proof of it, he tells us, that there are 
‘Very few carriages, This writer forgets 
* passage, wherein Gotpsmirs, who 
is, I take it, full as sound a political phi- 
pher as this gentleman; he forgets the 
“age, wherein this poet so justly, so 
eucally, and so feelingly describes the 
ry, which never fajls to accompany 





















MeV are, in short, In a settled state of 


| 
| 
| 


ne hiutle slaughter of our country- | the “ rattling chariots’ clash, the torches’ 


« olare.”’ Perhaps there is no remark that 
could have been made, better calculated 
than this, to give a reflecting man a fa- 


| vourable opinion of the change, which the 


last seventecn years has introduced inte 


France. ‘The tault here is, that itis all 
carriages, all rattle and glare, in the pub- 


| lic parts of the metropolis, while, every 


where else, real misery prevails; while 
the peor-rates and the number of paupers 


'are daily augmenting; and while the 


: oO 9 


| whole nation is so heavily burdened with 


| gives us asa proof of the misery of the 





taxes, that no man can searce ly call any 
thing his own._——As if, however, the ab- 
sence of carriages from the streets of Pa- 
ris; asif the disappearance, or, at least, 
the diminution of luxury ; as if this were 
not suflicient to convince us of the misery 
existing in France ; as if, to convince us 
that the people of France are in a misera- 
ble state, it were not sufficient to tell us 
that they are not in danger of being tram- 
pled under foot by the horses of loan-job- 
bers, jews and contractors ; as if this were 
inadequate to the giving of us a just no- 
tion of the misery of the Trench people, 
this gentleman tells us. . what, think 
you, reader? You have seen, or you never 
would have guessed at it, if you had kept 
on guessing tothe end of your life. Ue 
)B0e 
ple of France, the fact of “ wheat BEING 
«$0 CHEAP AND SO PLENTIFUL.” 
There is a proof of misery! ‘There is a 


| 
J 


| proof of national misery, and of the rrible 


effects of the change that has taken place 
in France! Have a care, Sir, how you pro- 
mulgate such proofs of French misery ; 
for they might produce, in England, cfiects 
that you do not appear to be aware of, 
especially if the quartern loaf shou'd hap- 
pen to rise to half a crown or two shillings. 
This is, to be sure, a most curious 
symptom of national misery, and no less 
curious a source of national discontent. 
We now know, then, what it is these gen- 
tlemen mean when they talk of national 
inisery, national ruin, national destruction, 
and the like. They mean that state of 
things, in which there are few coaches 
and chariots and landaus and curricles, 
but in which there is plenty of bread. 
They mean that state of things, in which 
there are, comparatively speaking, few per- 
sons who live upon the taxes; few persons 
who live upon the fruit of the labour, or 
of the estates, of others. ‘This is what 
they mean by national misery and destruc- 
tion; but, I would advise them, if they 
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really have discovered this to be the case 
in France, to “ keep their own council ;” 
for that, even with the aid of the fee-loso- 
phee of the Edinburgh Reviewers, they will 
never persuade the people of England, 
that the sight of the fine carriages of jews 
and contractors is preferable to plenty of 
bread. But, it seems, this abundance of 
nxheat has ruined the farmers. Well, 
then, what pretty fellows we must be, who 
have, in our Common Prayer Book Forms of 
Thanksgiving for Plenteousness? All the 
maxims of the world are wrong, then? 
People should pray to be guarded against 


¢ — » . . © 
abundant crops? The arts of tilling and 


a) 
manuring, and the anxieties of the hus- 
bandman, are, then, all worse than use- 
less? “ The farmers are ruined, wheat 
being so cheap and plentiful.’ If it be 
plentiful, it will, of course, be cheap. 
One is a consequence of the other; 
but, that the growers of corn should be 
ruined by the abundance of produce is 
an absurdity too gross to be tolerated 
for one moment.——They- cannot, we 
are told, “ pay their servants or their la- 
bourers, hut in kind.’ It was well our gen- 
tleman, “ who has the best means of infor- 
mation,” put inthissaving sentence at the 
end. Sad state, to be sure; the farmers 
have nothing but corn, that is to say, nothing 
but the means of making food and drink, 
to give to their servants and labourers; 
and those means they have in such abund- 
ance that they do not know what to do 
with them ?——Oh! wretched farmers! 
miserable labourers! Unfortunate people 
of France, such are the effects of that 
change, which has driven from amongst 
you the loan-jobbers, farmers of taxes, 
contractors, Jew-brokers, and all those, 
whom in former times, you had the honour 
of seeing drive along the streets in gilt 
chariots, and to hear of their sumptuous 
meals upon turtle ! Reader, you must 
recollect, that that wise man William Pitt, 
commonly called “ an zllustrious triend now- 
“‘ no-more ;”’ you must recollect, that this 
** great statesman,’’ at the commencement 
of his war against France, conceived the 
brilliant idea of starving that country into 
submission, and that, with this view, he 
expended several millions of English taxes. 
The scheme, brilliant as it was, failed. 
Pitt promised the parliament that his starv- 
ing scheme, joined to the breaking up of 
* public credit” in France, would do the 
business of the revolutionizers in a very 
short time. We know this to have turned 
out a false promise ; but our best informed 
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friend, if he had been of Pj 
would have told him, that he \ 
wrong way to work ; for that, the cena) 
way to ruin a nation was to ensure 
possible, most abundant Crops of erery 
thing, and especially of Wheat; that js, 
say, an abundance of bread] dp », 
know how the reader may view this mare, 
but, to me, it appears very disgracefy! ,, 
this country, that such absurdities as y) 
should be sent forth to the public, throyss 
the columns and under the express rec, 
mendation of a print of long standing, ay 
of established character. It is not may 
weeks since a publication appeared in ogg 
of our daily prints, which of them [ yo 
forget, giving quite another account of the 
agricultural state of France. The wri 
in that case, as well as in this, wished: 
make us believe that the people of France 
were miserable, and; of course disconten 
ed; but, the former did not, apparent) 
think it likely, that we should be able 
discover a source of yational misery inthe 
ereat abundance of wheat and cheapne 
of bread. Be his thoughts what the 
might, however ; his assertions were, that 
agriculture was ina neglected state. 
The truth is, I believe, that agriculte 
never was, in France, in a state so flours 
ing as at thistime. ‘There are many re 
sons why it should be so. Rich lands, 
vast quantities, never tilled former! 
began to be tilled the moment the revo 
tionary fury was over. Nay even durit 
the reign of the Directory, all those wh 
went to France were surprized to see (tt 
rapid improvements in agriculture. : 
is of great consequence, that we sie 
sce this matter in its true light, becaw 
as tothe result of the contest, 10 woe 
we are now engaged against seg ee 
it is proper that we shou'd know, tha 
have no ground for hoping tor any as 
ance whatever from the internal situs | 
of our enemy’s country. We should " 
all idea of hope built upon sucha we 
tion. We should place “ dmplict er 
upon our own exertions ; and ry ad 
at ail upon any aid to be derivet on soll 
other source. There is somet ae 
the close of this article of “ emery | 
thority,” that I do greatly Se oss 
that I most sincerely hope 1s fa!se 
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gsed in a very cruel manner; that they are | believe, that the men, thus enlisted, mean 


shunb-screwed; that chains are put round 
their necks and their bodies ; that they are 
ofien chained with galley sluves; that they 
have nothing but bread to cat; that they are 
often without even straw to lie upon; and are 
put into dungeons full of water.——Had 
these facts come unaccompanted with any 
sequel, I should not have believed them. 
These are so glaringly false, that they 
could have been believed by nobody; 
and, besides, they so directly contradict 
what we know to be true with regard to the 


treatment of our prisoners of war in Spain, | 


thatwe would think they bad been invent- 
ed for the purpose of throwing discredit 
pon the channel through which they 
were conveyed to the public. The sequel, 
however, the sad, the disgraceful sequel, 
explains the whole at once. It not only 
shows the facts to be false, but also shows 
the cause of their invention.-——This 
gentleman of * the best means of informa- 
“tion,” and on whose statement we are to 
place “ implicit reliance,” says, that many 
of our countrymen, who were prisoners of 
war in France, have entered into the French 
service; have actually became soldiers in 
the army of “ the Consican!’’ And, the 
writer tells us, that he himself saw séx 
hundred of them already clothed and armed, 
passing through Meaux for Bayonne. 
After we have read this our wonder ceases 
at the account of the chains round the 
neck and the dungeons full of water ; for we 





sec that some such account was absolutely 
hecessary, for the purpose of palliating the 
disgraceful and ominous fact of the enlist- 
ment of Englishmen under the banners of 





Napoleon. We are told however, that 


they swore they would desert; that thirty of 
them had already deserted; that the writer 


is sure they entered into the service with 


no other view than that of running away ; but 
that alas! he is afraid they will never suc- 
ceed, 
question of morality in this case,I will 
oiler a remark or two upon the probability 
of what is here said as to the views of the 
persons thus said to have entered into the 
French service. 
that I greatly doubt the fact. My doubts 
May arise from my wishes (for I must wish 
the fact to be false) ; but, as I do not be- 
lieve one word about the alledged cruelty, 
S80 I do not believe that any part of our 
countrymen would be so base as thus to 
take up arms in the service of our enemy. 





Leaving the reader to settle the 





But, first, let me say, 


‘pon the supposition, however, that the fact 


be true, what are the grounds, whereon to 


| 


i 
| 
} 


to desert? What chance will they have 
of deserting? And where, I should be 
glad to know, will the thirty hide them- 
selves who have deserted in the heart of 
France ? But, the worst circumstance, 
for the veracity of this writer, is, that the 
French are marching these men to Bay- 


_onne; that is to say, to Spain, or to Portu- 
_ gal, where they will find (if they find any 





body to fight with) an army of their own 
countrymen ; and whither, in short, 1 
would seem, they are sent for the express 
purpose of aflording them the means of 
deserting, if the fact be, that they are so 
much disposed to desert. Whatever may 
be the opinion of the writer, as to the 
views of these men, there can, | think, be 
no doubt, that those who have enlisted 
them are not afraid of their deserting, or, 
most assuredly, they would have marched 
them in any direction, other than that of 
Spain or Portugal.———I repeat my hope, 
that the whole of this story is false, not- 
withstanding the Morning Chronicle points 
it as worthy of the “ implicit reliance”’ 
of the public. Ihope it is false from the 
beginning to the end; but, upon the sup- 
position of its being true, as to the fact of 
enlistment, what a contrast does the con- 
duct of our prisoners of war present w hen 
set beside that which is, by this same 
Morning Chronicle, of the very same date, 
altributed to the Spanish prisoners of war.— 
The facts are thus stated: “ We have re- 
“ ceived letters from Vigo to the date of 
“the 26th ult. iy these it appears, that 
«the peasantry of all the adjacent country 
“is provided with pikes or fire arms, and 
“that the inhabitants are in the best dis- 
“ position to support the public cause. A 
« Gentleman, who has had the good fortune 
“* to escape from the French, has just ar- 
«rived from Spain, and has favoured us 
“with some énteresting particulars. What 
“he says with regard to the number of 
French in the hospitals of Madrid pre- 
“ cisely corresponds with what was stated 
“ina letter from that city which we in- 
“ serted in our Paper of Monday last. Ile 
“informs us, that all the convents and 
public buildings at the Spanish capital 
“are full of sick and wounded French- 
“ men, who are crowded into them to the 
“ number of 18,000. An endeavour was 
“made by Joseph to raise a native regi- 
“ ment under his own banners from the pri- 
‘* soners and others in the vicinity of Madrid ; 
“and to facilitate this purpose, two or 
« three thousand of them were kept without 
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€ food for upwards of two days, when they 


“ were invited to partake of the Royal 
“ bounty, and to enlist under the new 
ve King. In this feeble condition, from 
* the want of natural sustenance curing so 
*‘ long an interval, the Spaniards rejected | 
** the proposal, witu the exce puion vi fwo | 
“ hundred, who entcred the ranks. It 1s 
‘said, that the a! empt to raise Sy anish 
‘‘ battalions zx France has been yet more 
“ unproductiv . From 20,000 Pi isOners, 
* only about 50 Spaniards have been se- 
* duced by ultimate threats and promises, 
* to enrol themsclves in the French ser- 
be 


vice,’ ———[ere, then, if this account be 
truce, only avo hundred out of twenty thou- 
sand Spanish prisoners in France, have, by 
all the threats and promises, that the French 
have been able to make use of, been in- 
duced to join the armies of the enemy ; 
While we are told, that, in one place, six 
hundred English prisoners are actually seen, 
clothed and armed, in the service of that 
enemy. This is a pretty contrast ; a con- 
trast to boast of, and just at this time too! 
———1I am of opinion, as I said before, that 
the whole of the story is false ; and, I think, 
the ; ublic will agree with me in thinking, 
that, to say the least of it, the falshood must 
have a very mischievous effect. It -is 
right particularly to deprecate any over- 
strained statement respecting the ili-usage 
of our prisoners of war ata time when the 
French have so many of them at their 
mercy. We, who are at home in satety, 
should be very careful’ how we say any 
thing, that may ‘end to render more se- 
vere the lot of those of our countrymen, 
who have hazarded their lives in war, and 
whose captivity is, in itself, no bad proof 
of their having been distinguished for 
their bravery. I have heard from se- 
veral persons, serving in our unfortunate 
army in Spain, a fuli confirmation of the 
facts stated by Baron Doure as to the good 
and kid treatment of our people leit at 
Talavera, Of these facts, therefore, we 
cannot doubt. These facts we know to be 
true. Why, then, are we to listen to ano- 
Nymous reports, respecting the treatment 
of English prisoners in Fraice ? it has 








been said, that we'are indebted to Mar- 
shals Mortier and Victor for the kind 
treatment of the prisoners at Talavera, and 
not to the Emperor Napoleon; but, does 
the reader believe, can any man of com- 
mon sense believe, that those Marshals 
would have so acted towards our prisoners, if 
they had suspected, or had had the smail. 
#st reason to suspect, that their so acting 


L784 
| was contrary to the wishes of Napoleon? 

Nay, must fot every one be well assure 
that those Marshals knew, that their kid 
and generous conduct towards our coup. 
trymen would be agreeable to their mas. 
| ter? And, is it not, then, very Wrong to 
pre tend to believe > toseem asif yx e bes 
lieved, these stories, these utterly incyedi. 
ble stories, of the crueliies practised up 
our countrymen, who are prisoners of wa, 
in France ! I trust that these remark: 
will have some effect towards inducing 
the editors of papers to be more cautious 
how they give circulation to statements, 
arising evidently from the resentment of 
individuals, but calculated to produce, in 
so many ways, effects injurious to the 
country. 

Cuance or Ministry. In my article, 
upon this subject, published last week, | 
commented upon a paragraph in the 
Morning Chronicle, and put some ques- 
tions directly to Mr. Perry, the proprie- 
tor of that paper. These questions he has, 
in his paper of the 21st instant, noticed, but 
not answered. As it were, however, by 
way of compensation for this omission, he 
has commented, with no little severity, 
upon my conduct in the present instance, 
and, indeed, upon my political motives 
and conduct in general. Before | set 
about an answer to these comments I shall 
introduce an article or two from the same 
print, upon the subject of the proposed 
change of ministry. I do it for this rea- 
son. Mr. Perry will be found to accuse 
me ofa desire to cure the evils of the cout- 
try by rebuilding, by which he means, Wel 
I would first pull down. By these extracts 
I shail shew what sort of building Ae thinks 
we have to deal with, and whether his 
wishes are for pulling down or for re- 
pairing.——-The first extract ye 
the alledged conduct of Lord Wellesley, 
and, if true, most curious facts it conan 
« There is a most singular story in the 
« political circles which merits page 
“It is perfectly well known, that Fs. 
« Mr. Canning and Mr. Perceval sent ¢* 
“‘ patches to Lord Wellesley, informins 
“him of the convulsion that had yvagr 
“up the late Administration ; and al 
« the ascendancy gained by Mr. Perce “ 
«of the offer that had’ been made 
«him to Lord Grenville and Lord AC 
“ of their rejection—and also rae | " 
« the offer, by Mr. Perceval, of the -” 
« reign Office to the Noble Marquis. oat 
“understand, that by some acth.’ 
«which remains yet to be explaine?, ° 


n 


























[784 
oleon? 
Ssured. 
‘le kind 
r Coun. 
ir mas- 
rong to 
we be. 


ys 
NCTE. 


emarks 
ducing 
autious 
‘ments, 
lent of 
uce, in 
to the 


article, 
eek, | 
n the 
Gues- 
rOprie- 
1e has, 
“d, but 
r, by 
On, he 
verity, 
tance, 
LOTIVES 
» | set 
I shall 
same 
posed 
Ss rea- 
icCuse 
coun: 
3, that 
tracts 
chinks 
ot his 
r Te 
ps tO 
lesley, 
tains. 
in the 
city. 
both 
dis- 
ming 
‘oken 
1 of 
reval 
e by 
) av 
ning 
Fo- 
We 
lent, 
Mr. 


« Canning’s dispatch did not reach the 
« Noble Lord; but Mr. Perceval’s was faith- 
iy delivered tohim. He had, there- 

ve. only Mr. Perceval’s statement of 
«the caba! before him, but which of course 
‘came corroborated by the testimony of 
« Mr. Wellesley Pole, who had accepted 
«the place of Irish Secretary under the 
«new firm. Whether the Noble Marquis 
«thought, however, that further informa- 
tion was necessary—that the aspect of 
“things might change even before his 
letter could arrive in’ England—that 
« Mr. Perceval’s footing was not sure—or 
“what other presentiment struck him 
“we cannot say; but we understand he 
« confined himself in his answer to ail 
“his friends, except one, to a simple de- 
«claration, that he had no engagement 
“with Mr. Canning that could preclude 
“\im from accepting a responsible situa- 
“tion in the Cabinet with Mr. Perce- 
“val and Lord Liverpool ; but said, that he 
“ had inclosed his determination at length, 
“as to the specific offer made to him, 
“ina letter addressed to his friend Mr. 
“Svdenham, who would of course make 
“it known. Accordingly, there is a 
“large packet, duly sealed-by the Noble 
“ Lord’s splendid seal of arms, addressed 


‘ 
i 
“a? 
i 


|‘ to Mr. Sydenham, still lying in the 


“Secretary of State’s Office wn-opened, 
“Mr. Sydenham having been dispatched 
“ona special mission to Seville, before 


/ “us important packet arrived in Eng- 


“land! This has given rise to observa- 
tions of the most lively kind; as it is 
lacetiously conjectured that the packet 
may contain more than one letter.’’ 
This is pretty well, I think. it having 
been found, that Lord Wellesley was 
Willing to join the ministry, the Morning 
Chronicle appears to have thought less 
reserve necessary towards him ; and, ac- 
cordingly, on the 15th instant, it boldly 
speaks out thus: « Never was failure 
“more complete than Lord Wellesley’s 
“in Spain. He has not succeeded ina 
“single object of his. mission. He has 
neither expelled the French, nor reform- 
ed the Junta; neither united the people, 
nor conciliated the government. He 
“ loitered in England, till it was too late to 
“check the sakes or assist the valour 
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it 
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ai 


“of his brother ; and he has found at Se- 
“ ville, that Spaniards are neither dazzled 
r by the splendor of an Asiatic retinue, 
‘ Dor overpowered with the exuberance of 
“an Oriental style. His exhortations, his 
“ remonstrances, his menaces, have been 
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“ thrown away upon the Junta, but assisted 
“by other causes, they have kindled a 
« flame among the people, of which, it is 
“ difficult to say who will be the victims, 
or what the duration or the extent, A 
‘“‘ storm is gathering in that quarter, which 
« our Lord Wellesley has no disposition to 
“encounter. Political courage 1s not, “ on 
“ this side of the Cape at least,’ im the 
“ number of his virtues. We all re- 
“member the time when his fears, not 
his friendship, kept him, from the highest 
situation but one of the yovernment, 
« With characters like his, the present 


- 
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al 


« danger is always the most alarming, and 
“ therefore we were no! SUPprise d to he ir, 
“ that he had so readily acquiesced in the 
“ first proposals of Mr. Perceval. But he, 


“who shrinks irom popular commotions 
« at Seville, will seek in vain for courage 
“in England, to face, day after day, ina 
« popular assembly, an eloquent, an In- 
« dignant, an injured opponent. ‘That the 
« possession of the ‘Treasury might inspire 
* that confidence we will not deny ; and 
we have nodoubt inasserting, and Muinis- 
ters know it to be the case, that he accept- 
ed their overtures in the belief, that tha 
splendid prize was included in their offer. 
Inpatient to get away trom Seville, he 
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returning, but before he had begun his 
journey the news of Lord Grenville and 
« Lord Grey being sent for arrived most 
« jnopportunely, to suspend his purpose, 
and detain him there, like Prince Vol- 
scius, in the Rehearsal, with one boot 
onand another off, uncertain what course 
to resolve upon. What will be his de- 
cision when Mr. Sydenham assures him 
that negociation is at an end, butthat Mr, 
Perceval means to keep the Treasury to hime 
self, the appearance of things at Seville 
will probably determine. lf a Govern- 
ment Is likely to be established there, 
“‘which he can hope to direct, he will 
« prefer a Pro-Consular sway in the Court 
“of a dependant Ally, to an inferior, 
‘‘ subordinate, or inactive situation at 
“home. But, if the Junta are obstinate, 
“and the populace riotous, he will obey 
« Mr. Perceval’scall, and if refused the first 
“ place in Administration on his return, 
“ he will probably retire to the obscurity 
“from which he so lately emerged, and 
“seek in the shade of private life 
* consolation for the disappointments of 
“ ambition. ‘To those who recollect Lord 
«“ Mornington at the Treasury Board, re- 
“citing his annual oration by Mr, Pitt's 
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instantly announced his intention of 
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 nermission, and condemned to silence for 
“the remainder of the Session, it must 
“ appear a strange caprice of fortune, that 
“ could have elevated Lord Wellesley to be 
“ the hope and prop of an Administration. 
“« But such is the fallen state to which the 
“ crooked policy of half a century has degraded 





** the once free and respectable Government of | 


“ England. A troop of hungry Barristers, 
‘‘ who have got possession of the lucrative 
“ Offices of State, have need of an Actor 
“to personate the character of a States- 
““ man; and as none can be found in the 
“metropolis to accept their offers, they 
“are forced to have recourse to provincial 
“« Theatres for some one to coinplete their 
“Company. But they who look to Lord 
“ Wellesley for active support in danger, 
or for extraordinary resources in coun- 
sel, have widely mistaken his character 
“and means. A giant and hero among the 
“ Hindoos, he quitted Lilliput for Brob- 
“dignag when he returned to Europe.” 

What! Mr. Perry, has there, then, 
been crooked policy in this government 
for half a century ? Is the * once-free and 
“ respectable government of England de- 
« graded”? Are we now ruled by “a 
“ troop of hungry lawyers?’ Is all this 
true? And, if it be all true, what sort of 
a thing have we got over us, called a Go- 
vernment? But, whether true or not 
true, I defy you to shew, that I have ever 
spoken of the government in this way. 
No: to take such liberties is a privilege 
peculiar to you men of party, who all un- 
derstand one another, aud who are known 
to mean no harm to the good old common 
cause of place and pension.——But, let 
us take one more article. Let us hear 
your description of those, who now govern 
us; of those who have the management 
of our internal concerns, and who are to 
defend us against all the mighty means and 
mightier genius of ourenemy. ‘Next to 
“the mismanagement of public affairs, 
“the distribution of Places to incapable 
“¢ men, forms the most conspicuous part of 
“the conduct of the present wretched 
“ Ministry. The appointment of Mr. 
« Croker to the Admiralty has attracted 
universal notice, and Lord Palmerston, 
“as Secretary at War, and some say, a 
“ Member of the Cabinet, (though éls we 
‘« cannot believe) almost surpasses Mr.Cro- 
‘‘ ker. But that both these eminent States- 
“men might be kept in countenance we 
“now have Mr. Huskisson’s office, one of 
“the most difficult, delicate, and import- 
“ ant under Goverment, confided to Mister 
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anothe; 
shy y known by his 
attempts at raising the cry of Jacoh). 
nism last year, and only recommended 
by that tlustrious nobleman Lord Lons- 
dale. We have lohg heard that “h 
Lordship is supposed ¢o have the patron. 
“age of one Cabinet Place, if not tywo— 
the giving away of it—the appointment 
of Lord Mulgrave—the nomination 1 
the supreme direction of Naval Affairs 
This has been long talked of ; and j: 
now appears, that beside various lesser 
things, Lord Lonsdale is also complimented 
“with a Secretaryship of the Treasury. |; 
“is also suspected that he has insisted 
“upon the appointment of his Attorney, 
«“ Sir James Graham, of Lincoln’s Inn, as 
« Chairman of the Ways and Means.— 
« Nor can there be a doubt, that if he ass 
“at, Ministers must giveit. It may in- 
“deed be expected, that when briefless 
“ Barristers fill the higher stations, from 
“the absolute impossibility of inducing 
“ any other men to take them under such a 
“« Ministry, the next Places should fail to 
the lot of worn-out Attornies. Whethe: 
all this Lowther patronage may suit the 
«‘ Hiouse of Commons as well as it does 
« Mr. Perceval, and the Noble Lord 
“ question, we presume not to anticipate 
« —but this we will assert—that no ex- 
“ pedient ever was devised more surely 
“calculated to bring Government ite 
“universal contempt—more admirably 
« fitted to alienate the people from their 
« Rulers, than this shameless distribution 
« of the highest Offices in the State. In 
‘“God’s name, let Lord Palmerston g0 
“ stand for one of the vacancies now Col 
« tested at Cambridge—and let Lord Lons 
« dale and his Mulgraves, his Wards, his 
Whartons, his Grahams, his Sons, bis 
Servants, &c. be provided for out o! : 
« 100,000/. a year in the North—but a 
« not the Country be told, that it 1s 4 m* 
“ter of perfect inditlerence who 's . 
“ cretary at War, or Secretar ‘ink 
« Treasury, or First Lord of the “Aun i 
“ralty—for this is the practical on 
“taught by those scandalous ageerl 
« ments. Among a thousand other na 
“this obvious one arises from sm 
«it degrades the stations m que 
« What man fit to serve his a ach 
«step into the Offices just held by A 
“ Palmerston 
persons as the Lord dacs, 
« the Sieur Wharton, without relucte™ 


“Richard Wharton, or Warton, 
“ broken down Barrister, on| 
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Mr. Perry asserts, or he obviously in- 
tends his readers should believe that we 
are now under the rule of broken down 
Rarristers and worn out Attornies ; that 
Lord Lonsdale in consequence of his bo- 
rough-power, — has the patronage, the 
actual giving away, of a place zn the cabinet, 
that is to say, that he has, in fact, the ap- 
pointment of one of those few servants 
(not above ten or eleven in number) to 
when the king entrusts the conducting 
of the great affairs of the nation, and who, 
as it is well known, sit in council with the 
king himself——~This Mr. Perry tells his 
readers ; and, after that, I should not 
have expected him to find fault of any 
one, as wishing to go too far; for, lam 
quite at a loss to know, how it is pos- 
sible for any man to go farther in his 
ideas of the degradation of the govern- 
ment. We now come to the article, 
wherein Mr, Perry comments upon my 
conduct and views, which article professes 
to be an answer to mine of last week, on 
the subject of a change of ministry. We 
shall presently see what sort of answer 
thisis ; and whether it be worthy of the 
name of answer ; but, before IL insert it I 
must observe, that if my article was worth 
so pointed and so long a commentary, on 
the part of Mr. Perry, it was worth in- 
serting in the same paper along with the 
commentary, and if it had been so in- 
serted, Mr, Perry’s readers would have 
been able to judge between him and me. 
But, this practice of laying before your 
reader all your adversary has to say, is what 
I never saw followed by any one but 
myself. It is, however, what fairness 
demands ; and, indeed, it is what bare 
truth demands, especially if, as was the 
case in this instance, the insertion be at- 
tended with no possible inconvenience. 
Mr. Perry had more columns, than 
Were necessary for this purpose, filled 
with matter very uninteresting. He al- 
lows that this subject is of great import- 
vuce. He seems to be fully persuaded of 
the necessity of combatting what I have 
Written upon it. But, does he think, that the 
Way to succeed in this, is to comment upon 
what he will not, if he can help it, suffer 
his readers to see? ‘The reader will 
bear in mind, that ever since the pistolling 
affair, and the consequent confusion and 
chopping and intriguing and plotting 
amongst the people ‘in power, Mr. Perry 
has with all his powers of statement and 
ol reasoning (and they are not small,) 
been recommending a change of mi- 











nistry ; that is to say, the turning of 
these people out and the putting of the 
late ministry in their place. This, as he 
says, would be for the good of the nation, 
and, indeed, according to him, such 
change is absolutely necessary for the 
preventing of this country from falling 
into a state of utter ruin. I, in my 
last Number (page 750) combatted these 
opinions. I asserted, and, I think, pretty 
clearly proved, that, unless the out-face 
tion would do certain things, their coming 
into place could produce no good to the 
nation. Referring the reader now to 
the article itself, | shall, without further 
preface, insert the comments of Mr, Per- 
ry, which, as the reader will perceive, 
may be, without any great hazard of mis- 
take, regarded as containing the senti- 
ments of the what is called the Whig part 
of the outs. “ It is the invariable fortune 
“of The Morning Chronicle to be perse- 
“ cuted, with equal bitterness of hostility, 
“by Mr. Cobbett on the one band, jor 
“ not going far enough, and by The Courier, 
« for going too far. Mr. Cobbett, m his 
“ paper of Saturday last, puts forth ten 
“ questions which we are called upon to 
« answer seriatim ; and The Courier charges 
“us, point blank, with rank and confirmed 
“« Jacobinism, because we have ventured to 
“ oppose the unprecedented and (as we 
«‘ think) flagitious attack on the people by 
« the monopolists of the Theatre. —We are 
“ prepared to answer both our adversa- 
“ ries.—We cannot conceive a more ef- 
« fectual mode of supporting any Admi- 
“ nistration, however feeble, corrupt, or 
«hostile to the rights and interests of 
« Englishmen, than the course which Mr. 
«* Cobbett pursues. Ue does not attempt, 
“ like the Courier, to palliate the miscon- 
“« duct of the men who are content to oc- 
« cupy the seats, without possessing the 
* power of Government ; but he sets upan 
« irrational cry, that their opponents are 
« equally bad, equally corrupt, and equal- 
«ly inimical to their country. There is 
“nothing, to be sure, more easy, nor 
“ more summary, than this course of pro- 
«ceeding. It saves all reasoning, pre- 
«‘ vents all discussion, and if it does not 
satisfy the inquisitive, the discerning, 
« and the impartial part of mankind, im- 
‘ poses on the ignorant and the idle, while 
“it gratifies the unprincipled ; for there 
“is a malignant feeling which makes 
«the guilty receive with complacency 
“the foulest imputations upon those who 
“ disdain their fellowship.——— We can- 
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degrading to human nature, or more 
flacitious, than an attempt to confound 
all the degrees and distinctions that ex- 
ist among us, and to reduce all intellect 
to one level, It is a species of calumny 
that isevea blasphemous. It is a dénial 
of the dispensations of Providence, and 
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palpable varieties in the scale of human 
unders! 
belief of the slander which yet he 
pas ates. 
eyes open to its fallacy. 


ding, to deceive himself into a 
: pro- 
ile makes use of it with his 
' But it is con- 
venient, and saves a world of labour. It 
sirikes directly at the great object, 
which he seems sys! matically since his 
lust conversion, to pursue, viz. to aim 
at the deliverance of the nation from all 
its grievances, rather by convulsive than 
by moderate means. We do not im- 


pute to him the treasonable thought of 


the overthrow of his country; but we 
think he would rather save it by rebuild- 
ing than repairing the fabric: and he 
is well aware that the predecessors of 
the present Ministers are not of . his 
order of reformers. He knows that they 


are men gifted with minds and hearts | 


to preserve, and not to destroy, and that 
they are infinitely more likely than the 
present Ministers to prevent (if human 
sagacity can now prevent) the ruin of 
the Empire, without resorting to ‘the 
desperate remedies which he recom- 
mends. When, therefore, he asks us 
whether they would take off or lower 
the existing taxes—we say, distinctly, 
that we verily believe they would main- 
tain inviolate the faith of the nation, 
well knowing that its honesty is its 
strength, and that the slightest infringe- 
ment of our obligations would be irre- 
parable ruin. The diminution of taxes 
must, therefore, be the slow consequence 
of a change of system, not the forerunner 
of it, and though their Administration 
might end in the material ease of our 
burthens, it could not begin with such a 
measure. But as to the institution 
of the most rigorous inquiry into “ the 
“important matter of the Droits of the 
“ Admiraity—the reform of the Prize 
“« Courts—the lopping off of unmerited 
‘ Pensions and Sinecures—the reduction 
* of all useless parts of the Army’’—and 
generally as to a systematic and vigilant 








“ correction of abuse in every department 
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not, indeed, conceive any thing more | “ of the State—we can only say, that 








| give to these honourable men over their 
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we 


‘« should be ashamed of the preference we 


| opponents, if we did not religiously give 


“them credit for their avowed determina. 
‘« tion to introduce and to practise an yni- 
“ versal economy in the conduct of ovr 
‘aflairs. We willsay more—We believe 
“ that itis the persuasion, that such is their 
“ principle and rule of cunduct, that con- 
«< stitutes the sole obstacle to their employ- 
“ ment._——We of course can judge only 
«of the intentions of public men. by their 
« public acts. We have no pretensions 
“to secret or to confidential intercourse, 
« What may be their line of proceeding 
“ with regard to Hanover we certainly do 
« not aflect even to conjecture; because, 
“in the present state of European politics, 
“it is scarcely to be considered at ail. 
“The employment of mercenaries in 
« England every constitutional man must 
“ deplore; and as to a Reform of the Re- 
“ presentation of the People in Parliament, 
“ we can only say, that we have uniformly 
and earnestly urged it as the wholesome, 
“sound, and practical means of restoring 
“to the Legislature the power of making 
“ responsibility more than a name. We 
“pretend not to speak for others; but 
« we should imagine that to the simple and 
“« effectual Reform, of which we have al- 
“ ways been the friends, there is no great 
“ objection to be found in any quarter. 
Taking the several parts of this article, 
in the order in which they lie before us, 
the first thing to be noticed is, the asser- 
tion at the very outset, namely, that I 
persecute Mr. Perry for not gomg far 
enough. Now, pray, Mr. Perry, when did 
I accuse you of not going far enough? This 
assertion has no foundation whatever; and, 
it appears to have been made solely with a 
view of forming a set-off against the charge 
of Jacobinism, preferred by the Courier. 
As if you had said: «look, here is proo 
«that Iam no Jacobin, for Mr. Cobbett 
« persecutes me for not going far enough. —— 
You, in these comments, next charge me 
with * setting up an érrational cry; that the 
“ opponents of the present ministers < 
“ equally bad, equally corrupt, and This 
“ly inimical to their country.” +8" 
you stigmatize as casting foul im 
and as calculated to gratify malice. 
Sir, you seem to have fo “ny 
produced reasons for thinking the 
as bad as the tas; that I 
too, in support of my 
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suppose, that my opinion, so supported, is 
to be overset by your bare assertion, or, 
rather, without any distinct assertion, but 
a sort of sweeping condemnation of what 
l had asserted upon proof. This is not 
the way to answer any one, and particu- 
larly me, who deal so much in facts and 
so little in speculation. You say, that 
I “ attempt to confound all the degrees and 
« distinctions that exist amongst us, and to re- 
« duce all intellect to one lcvel;’? and this 
you describe as calumnious and blasphe- 
mous and every thing else that is bad. 
This charge also is wholly untrue. I have 
never made any such attempt. I have 
never pretended, that the oués had no 
more talent than the zs. I have never 
said, and I am sure I have never thought, 
that the two factions were upon a level in 
point of intellect, But, what | have said, 
and what I have thought; what I still say, 
and what I still think, is, that, with respect 
to their views and intentions as to all those 
matters in which the people have an interest, 
they are perfectly upon a level 5 and that, 
therefore, any change of ministry, which 
should produce merely the shifting of the 
salaries from the ins to the ouds, would be 
useless to the nation. These, Sir, were 
my prapositions. To these you should 
have given an answer. But, to'these you 
could have given no answer, because they 
are notoriously true ; and, therefore, you 
chose to pass them over, and, in their 
stead, to invent propositions for me, which 
you found it more easy to manage. No, 
Sir, I deny your charge. It is not a dere! 
of intellect that I have insisted on, but a 
level of views and intentions as to all those 
points in which the people are interested. 
And, if this be the case, why should we 
prefer one faction to the other? You 
should have shown, that this was not the 
fase. You should have shown us in what 
respect the outs differ from the és in their 
political views and -priuciples; but espe- 
cially in those views and intentions by 
which the people are likely to be affected. 
rhis is what you should have done, and 
this. you have left even unattempted ; 
though you set out with.telling your read- 
ers, that you are prepared to answer me. 
Lhe course of the matter was this: You 
called upon usto come forward and pe- 
tition for achange of ministry;. I say, 
“no,’”’ because the outs have, towards us, 
just the same views and intentions as the 
ims; you 
to this, and in this answer you tallcof my at- 
tempting to level all intellect, of my being 





what you call an answer 
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blasphemous, of my denying the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, of my attempting to 
degrade human nature, of my imposing on 
the ignorant, of my gratifying the unprin- 
cipled, of my being guilty of calumny 
and slander; of all this and a great deal 
more do you. talk, but not one word do 
vou say to the main point, not one word 
do -you say, in order to disprove what I 
asserted, namely, that, with regard to 
whatever was really interesting to the 
people, the views and intentions of both 
factions were the same. And this is your 
way of answering, is it, Sir? What, 
you do, then, acquit me of “ the treason- 
“able thought of the overthrow of the 
“country”? Gramercy! Ill bear your 
kindness in remembrance, believe me. 
You only impute to me the wish to save 
the country “ by rebuilding rather than by 
“ repairing the fabric,’ which you afters 
explain to mean a wish to “ desiroy’’ by 
the use of the “ desperate remedies,” which 
I recommend. Here, Sir, as in the 
former case, you answer facts and reason- 
ing by bare assertion ; and by assertion, 
too, unconnected with the subject. It 
was not my political principles that were 
under examination, but those of the two 
contending factions. Since, however, you 
have chosen this course of proceeding, Jet 
me ask you what “ desperate remedies,” 
what “ destroying’? measures, I have ever 
proposed ? I have urged, and I still urge; 








I sti}! insist that without what I urge, that 


it is no matter who is in poweror what else 
takes place; [still urge, such a reform in 
parliament as will give the people a voice 
there; end’ what is this more than was 
contended for by Mr. Grey, who is now 
Lord Grey, and who is one of the persons, 
whom you hold up to us as capable of 
saying the nation? Give me what he 
proposed, and I will be contented. I 
think his plan was too complex and was not 
guite consistent as to principle; but, give 
me that, and you shall not hear me com- 
plain. What, then, is there “ desperate’ 
in this? How does this denote a wish to 
“ destroy?” Sir, these imputations against 
me evidently arise from the vexation you 
feel at not being able to answer me. You 
are angry with me for redncing you to the 
necessty of acknowledging, either ex- 
pressly or tacitly, that you have a bad 
cause, You know, that the faction, whom 
you endeavour to support, have deceived 
the people ; you know that their intentions 
towards the people are no better than 
those-of their rivals for. place and profit ; 
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you know, that if the great question of| what is said, that even Mr. Perry does not 
reform was brought forward, some of its! expect, that the outs would attempt any 
most resolute enemies would be found in! thing in the way of reducing our enor- 
your faction ; and, because I say all this; mous expenditure. But, you perceive, 
because I say, what you know to be the | that he passes over the frst question; takes 
truth, you have the injustice to cast upon | no notice at all of it; but amuses his rea. 
me impatations which you know to be un- | ders witha statement of his creed as to na- 
founded. When, Sir, you took up your | tional morality ; as if my questions called 
| 





b) 

pen, upon this occasion, you appear to for any such statement ! What has na- 
have formed a scale of answer from which | tional fazth and honesty to do with the mode 
you afterwards departed. What we say of | of imposing and collecting the Income 
boys and their bread-and-cheese seems | Tax? Does he mean, that, unless this tax 
applicable to you and your commentary : | remains, and is imposed and collected in 
your eye was bigger than your stomach. | the same manner that it now is, the faith 
When your readers heard you say, that | of the nation will be forfeited ? What does 
Mr. Cobbett had put TEN QuEsTions to | he mean then? At any rate, he plain- 
you, and heard you add, that you were | ly enough tells us, that the outs would suf- 
prepared to answer him, they must naturally | fer this tax to remain just what it now is; 
have expected to find an answer to each | and, ifso, lam quite certain that I would 
question ; an answer immediately to the | as soon have the produce of it expended 
point; a plain intelligible answer ; in| by Mr. Perceval as by Lord Grey or any 
short, an answer, for nothing which does | body else. If] am to have my property 
not answer to this description is worthy | taken from me, without the power of ap- 
of the name of answer. But, Sir, how | pealing to a jury as to whether it be taken 
have you answered these ten questions? | away justly or unjustly, I care not one 
Let us see, re-inserting the questions as | straw whether it be expended by the is 
we proceed, especially as you have not | or by the outs. 





done it. 3rd, Would they, frankly agreeing toa 
Virst then, Would they, who nearly fair inquiry in the case, put to rights 
doubled the Income Taz, take ot! any the important matter of the Drous of 
part of that tax, render the imposi- Admiralty ? 
tion of it more equitable, or make the 4th, Would they, setting the influence 
collection of it less odious and vexa- of lawyers at defiance, reform the 
tious? Prize Courts, and give to the Navy 
znd, Would they take off, or diminish what is now, to the infinite injury ol 
any tax whatever; or would they, in the country, swallowed up by Proc- 
anv way, lighten the pecuniary bur- tors and Advocates, and an endless 
dens that we bear, and that have sub- list of law officers ? 
jected us to the almost daily visits of | 5th, Would they lop off all unmerited 
the tax-gatherer ? Pensions and Sinecures, begining 
Now, what answer have we to these? with those of themselves and their 
The questions are as plain as words can families ? 
make them. The answer is this: “ When, 6th, Would they reduce all the useless 
‘‘therefore, he asks us, whether they parts of the Army ; introduce an im- 
“would take off} or lower the existing partiality of Promotion, taking merit 
“ taxes, we say, distinctly’’ (mark this !) as the sole ground thereof ; and would 
“we say, distinctly, that we verily believe, they, in all promotions, employments, 
“that they would maintain inviolate the and contracts, in the Army as well as 
*« faith of the nation, well knowing that its in the Navy, set borough-mongerimg 
“honesty is its strength, and that the influence at nought, and consult the 
“ slightest infringement of our obligations public good, and that only? 


“would be irreparable ruin. The dimi-| To these questions we have nothing but 
“nation of taxes must, therefore, be the 


fe 


slow consequence of a change of system, | answer: “ We can only say, that we should 
“not the fore-runner of it, and, though | « be ashamed of the preference we give 0 
“their administration might end in the |“ these honourable men over their oppo 
** material ease of our burdens, it could not | « nents, if we did not religiously” (in the 
* begin with such a measure.””——This | jubilee way, | suppose,) “ give them credit 
might all have been saved by the use of | “ for their avowed determination to Intro 
the monosyHable NO; for, it is plain from | « duce aud to practise an universal 
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«in the conduct of our affairs.”” Q&cono- 
av! Why, it Is not merely cconomy 
“at these questions point at. They point 
. nay, they speak of, matters deeply in- 
resting to the efficiency of our navy and 
wr army. How are these huddled to- 
ether and confounded by the word ceco- 
nomy, and universal ceconomy too! I 
xk, will your faction reform the prize- 
courts and give to the navy what is now 
elessly swallowed up by proctors and 
jvocates? ‘To this what answer do I 
Why, “we verily believe they 
‘will practise an universal a@conomy.”’ 
lis is no answer to the questions. It is 
answer to any one of them; nor does 
answerer eXpress even an Opinion as to 
what his faction would do, relative to these 
mportant matters. But, let us stop 
here to notice an observation, of the ten- 
deucy of which the writer does not appear 
have been fully aware. After stating, 
‘iat he is thoroughly persuaded, that the 
sare determined to introduce and prac- 
ise an universal ceconomy in the conduct 
o! our affairs, he says, “ We will say 
more—we believe, that it is the per- 
"suasion, that such is their principle and 
“rule of conduct, that constitutes the sole 
/stacle to their employment.” That 
stosay, in plain English, that they are 
wept out of power solely because they are 
‘noun to wish to save the public money. 
Sow, then, Mr. Perry, who is it that keeps 
‘tiem out of power? Who is it that dis- 
likes them because they wish to spare our 
purses’ Who is it that is such an enemy 
vi the people? Answer me this, thou 
woderate gentleman, who do not wish to 
‘cbuild, but to repair. Who is it that you 
mean’ And, are we not in a pretty situa- 
tion, if there does exist any person or per- 
sus, having the will and possessing the 
power, to keep men out of office, solely 
because those men would, if in office, en- 
Seavour to alleviate the burdens of the people 
by preventing, as much as possible, a 
Wastelul expenditure? Ido not like in- 
‘nuations, Why did net Mr. Perry tell 
us who it was he meant as keeping the outs 
irom power, solely because they were de- 
‘ous of saving the people’s money ?——— 
The remaining questions I will now put, 
one by one, and the answer to each imme- 
diately after it. 
2u. 7. Would they, in all questions re- 
lating to Hanover, think only of the 
interests of England, and not think 
Hanover as dear to us as Hamp- 
shire? 
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Ans. “What may be their line of con- 
«duct with regard to Hanover, we 
‘certainly do not affect even to con- 
« jecture; because, in the present 
‘state of European politics, it is 
« scarcely to be considered at all.” 

Qu. 8. Would they dispense with the 
services of a great body of foreign 
Mercenaries, kept on foot in this 
kingdoin, and paid out of the fruit of 
the people’s labours ? 

Ans. “The employment of mercenas 
« ries in England every constitutional 
«* man must deplore.”’ 

Qu. 9. Would they, if Mr. Madocks’s 
motion were renewed, for an inquiry 
into the circumstances of the Sale of 
a Seat in the House of Commons to 
Mr. Quintin Dick, support that mo- 
tion fF 

Alas! not one word of answer to this, 
Not a syllable, good, bad, or indif- 
ferent ! 

Qu. 10. Would they bring forward, and 
maintain, with all their might, the 
desired measure of Parliamentary 
Reform, restoring to the great body 
of the people of property their due 
weight, and making the House of 
Commons in reality “ the representa- 
tives of the people ?”” 

Ans. “« As to a reform of the represent- 
«ation of the people in parliament, 
“ we can only say, that we have uni- 
«formly and earnestly urged it, as 
the wholesome and sound and practi- 
« cal means of restoring to the legis- 
« lature the power of making respon 
« sibility more than a name. We 
«pretend not to speak for others,’’ 
(O, oh!), “ but we should dmagine, 
«that, to the simple and effectual re- 
«form, of which we have always 
«been the friends, there is no great 
« gljection to be found in any quarter.” 

I wish, while you had the pen in your 
hand, Sir, you had just taken the pains to 
tell us what sort of a reform that is, to 
which yeu have always been a friend. 
But, you only dmagine; you expressly say, 
that you do not speak for others ; and, | am 
fully persuaded, that those others are far 
indeed from being of your way of think- 
ing upon this all-important point. The 
writers who speak for those others, as to 
this matter, are the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
well-known to be closely connected with 
wnany of them, and these Reviewers have 
lately told us, that any change, which 
should give the people a voice in the 
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House of Commons, would be injurious to 
the nation, and would, indeed, énfallibly 
destroy the kingly government. From your 
manner of expression, at the close of your 
comments, one would suppose, that, toa 
reform to a certain extent; such a reform 
as that proposed by Mr. Grey, your party 
would have no objection. Will they say so ? 
Has any such expression escaped them ? 
I believe not.——You (and they, too, | 
dare say,) complain, that Lord Lonsdale 
has the giving away of a seat in the king’s 
cabinet council ; and you represent this 
council as being, in fact, the mere nomi- 
nees of those, who have influence in the House 
of Commons. Now, is this so? You talk 
of my uttering calumny ; 
my slandering ; but, if this be not _o 
what are you guilty of ? And, if it 
be true, is it not idle to talk es a 
change of ministry, unless you can, at the 
same time, put down this influence in the 
liouse of Commons? 
for a man of sense and of talents to feiena 
hope of any national good, unless such 
reform take place as shall do away this 
deadly influence ?- If, indeed, your fac- 
tion would state to the people what you 
have stated; if they would tell us that 
they have no objection to an cifectual re- 
form, such a reform as would render res- 








ponsibility something more than a name; if 


they would tell us, that they wanla ceive 
us such a reform, then, indeed, we mieht 
begin to conceive hopes. But, no such 
thing do they tell us. There are some 
persons, who would be satisfied with the 
restoration of trfennial Parliaments, without 
any ro more. Not even those persons 
have been able Lo extort evena nod of ¢ 

sent from any of your party. Why, he 
should any of us, any single soul amongst 
us, wish for their exaltation to power? 
Will they promise us, that the y will biing 
to punishment any pred ecessor Wo has 
abused his power? Not a mau of them 
will promise any such thing; but, on the 


contrary, wouid call us fools, if we were | 


weak enough tu expect it. Why, then; 
I will repeat my question “ill I weary 





you; oly, then, | say, should we wish 
for any change of men; “| pause for 
- a reply. - 


W*. COBBETT. 


Botley, Thursday, 23 Nev. 1309. 


A letter of Man. Wartuman, inserted 
below, I beg leave to recommend to the 
particular aitention of my readers. 


you talk of 





Is it nota shame 
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ADDRESS 
TO THE 


CITIZENS OF LONDON. 





| Mr. Cosperr, 


Sir 3—I feel highly obliged to you fu 
your endeavours to bring back the (; liizens 
of London to a proper sense of their ¢) 

J am anxious, as far as in me lies, ty y¢ 
trieve my own character and theirs -— T 
the shame and obloguy which must ; 

to it by confiding such an important tiust 
into the hands of men, who have given us 
such flagrant proofs of folly and want of 
princip!e. You will therefore oblige ine 
by publishing the following Address to my 
fellow-citizens :— T am, yours, Ac, 


Fetiow-Citizens! 


The conduct of our Common Council 
demands our serious attention: The 
of the Country imperiously calls for it; 
and we have no other alternative vag to 
restore to the Corporation the dignity and 
independence it has lost, or to surrend 
all pretensions ourselves, not only to cha 
racter, but to those rights which our an- 
cestors fought for and obtained, and which 
the most affluent, the most temperate and 
most virtuous amongst us ackne wed re 10 


‘ 
re 


be worth preserving, even at the hazard 
of our lives. 

In calling your attention to the disg races 
ful proceedings of the Common Cour 
for the last twenty five year 3, I entre: is 
to recur to iis transactions, previo is tot 
period ; you will then be the better en 
to mark the shameless depravity & 0! 
present times by contrasting it W! 


manly and decisive firmness with whi 
the open, « 1” insidious attacks of th ? 
nisters of the crown were resisted, w! hi 
ever they attempied, by tri ck or by ‘ 


lence, to reimder the Citizens of - nm 
subservient to their designs. No oie 
the intrepid Champions of our Const 2 
tional rights:—no longer the vis 2 
guardians of our honour ‘and interes*s ; 
the stern opposers of ministerial encroae ; 
menis—the Common Council have shen 
themselves the willing advocates ol a ne 
tem of corruption which is sapping A 
very foundations of the government ¥P 
tends to support, 

Instead TF epereacbion the ri 
firmness, in the language of trath : Ne 
of insisting, as they are are bound to 4 i 
an inquiry into the scandalous 1° 
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Public Money, and the wanton sacrifice of 
tives in hazardous enterprises and unwhole- 
sme climates: instead of opposing with 
courage equal to the magnitude of the oc- 
sit, the enormous abuses which dis- 
honour and impoverish the nation :—we 
fnd the Common Council the mere agents 
of succeeding factions, partaking of that 
ifamy it should expose and extinguish, 
giving to crime, and imbecility, the plau- 
dits due only to virtue and to wisdom. 
There is not in the United Kingdom, 
a city, borough, town, or village, where 
the Common Council has not become the 
subject of severe animadversion, of scoff 
and of ridicule. ‘The public journals, the 
theatre, and the print shops, have equall 
contributed to the exposure of their folly, 
ignorance and selfishness ; nor are we, my 
fellow Citizens, exempt from the censure 
it has incurred ; seeing that it could only 
have proceeded from our criminal! supine- 
ness and neglect, that men so unworthy 
and incapable, should have been chosen 
a our representatives in the Corporation. 
lf their turpitude Lave brought our for- 
tunes into hazard, their guilt is less blame- 
able than our indolence and indiscretion, 
inmaking such improper selections. Their 
ighorance and incapacity prepared us, in 
some sort, for the baseness and venality 
we have experienced ; the country has 
reason to expect from us a choice more 
worthy the character of the Citizens of 


the metropolis of the British Empire. 


It may not yet be too late in some mea- 
ture to repair the injury they have done 
us, and secure the level which we have 
lost. In short, our right annually to elect 
Persons to represent us in Common Coun- 
cil has acquired a value beyond what it ever 
before possessed in any period ofour history. 
Let us estimate itaccording to its full worth. 
Let us, by a manly discharge of our duty 
at this perilous moment, endeavour to re- 
‘eve our own character, and save the 
tmpire. The Aldermen were once elected 
annually ; this privilege was lost by our 
neglecting to exercise it. The want of 
this prudent check may account for their 
neglect of our interest and contempt for 
Sur opinion, Their basking in the sun- 
*hine of court favour, with pensions, titles, 
Contracts, loans, jobs and appointments, 
more than sufficiently atone to them for 
= loss of our confidence and respect. 
No longer in danger of being dismissed ; 
they hold their situations for Hife, as some 
of the Common Council are well disposed 
todo, and who really, by their conduct, 





seem to consider themselves fixtures be- 
yond the reach of our authority, owing to 
their having been suffered to continue, 
year after year, in office, although, year 
after year, they have forfeited all claim to 
the distinction. 

Are you aware that, by abstaining 
from the annual exercise of this invaluable 
right, we are virtually constituting it an 
office for life? As we have annual elec- 
tions, let the use of them be marked with 
firmness and discrimination, by dismissing 
those who are undeserving of our favour, 
and electing men of ability and public 
principle. By such conduct we shall va 
a stop to the infamous traffic, the disho- 
nourable but profitable intercourse carried 
on between the members of that Court and 
the Treasury. 

I am very far from insinuating, that 
all the members of the Corporation merit 
this censure. On the contrary, there are 
several who well deserve our esteem ; and 
the best proof we can give of our confi- 
dence in their integrity, will be to return 
them at the ensuing Elections to the post 
they have so honourably filled. To such 
men it will be the most gratifying recom- 
pence we can bestow upon their fidelity ; 
and while our approbation serves as a 
stimulus, to future, and I trust more effec- 
tual exertions, it will confirm them the more 
strongly in an inflexible attachment to 
our rights and interests.—In the late dis- 
graceful contentions at Guildhall, the 
conduct of these men, opposed to the ve- 
nal and selfish hirelings of that Court, 
offers a contrast too striking to escape 
your notice: and it is owing to the firm 
stand they made, that the majority were 
driven back, and the corporation has been 


rescued from the odium of appropriating 


from our impoverished funds, those sums in 
feasting ad rioting, which we have since 
had the felicity to behold applied to 
releasing the captive, and solacing the 
afflicted. 

Having called these important facts to 
your recollection, and, in oréer to impress 
them more strongly on your mind, re- 
quested you to look to the actual state of 
the Country, Iconjure you not to treat 
the office of Common Council-man, as un- 
important, and below the acceptance of 
the most intelligent, and respectable 
amongst you. There must be a conse- 
quence attached to the proceedings of 
men, whose actions regulate the conduct 
of others. However absurd or contra- 
dictory, nay, however mischievous and 

2C 
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even wicked the resolves of the Common 
Council may be, those resolves serve as 
examples to all the corporate Towns in 
the Kingdom. ‘They become in a great 
measure epidemic, and the City of Lon- 
don becomes in fact responsible for the 
guilt and folly of .the nation—Do not 
therefore suppose, that the odium belongs 
exclusively to the Common Council ; a far 
greater portion of guilt and folly attaches 
to ourselves, for having furnished impro- 
per and incapable men with the means of 
dishonouring our character and injuring 
the Country. Their errors and their 
crimes are no less ours than theirs. We 
gave existence to both, by delegating a 
power to men, who had neither wisdom 
to exercise, nor virtue to resist the temp- 
tation to abuse it. 

As a Body whose Councils have evi- 
dently an extended and decisive influence, 
the greatest circumspection should be ob- 
acrved in the choice of materials of which 
it is composed 3 end as notonly our Rights 
and Interests\. confided to their. discre- 
tion and ability, but those of our posterity, 
let me again conjure you not to consider 
the office as trivial, or of little importance, 
requiring neither talents, experience, nor 
honesty. Before you vote ask yourselves 
this question, Would you if you had an af- 
fair of some difficulty to submit to arbi- 
tration, confide in the understanding or 
integrity of the men you are about to 
vote for? If not, how then, can you 
possibly reeoncile it to your conscience, 
to deposit into the hands of these indivi- 
duals a trust of such magnitude. 

I beseech you to remember, that not 
only our civil and political rights are for 
twelve months surrendered into their 
hands, but that several local dutjes are 
confided.to their care: that the licencing 
of Victuallers, on which the morals of the 
lower orders of society depend: the pav- 

ing, lighting, watching and cleansing of 
the metropolis, so conducive to the pre- 
servation of health, to personal security, 
and comfort, belong to the Common 
Council. You will also recollect, that 
they have the management of a revenue 
amounting to nearly 100,000/. per annum, 
the application of which has been em- 
ployed, not in improving and. embellish- 
ing the City, not in removing public 
nuisances, or in works of public utility, 
butin public dinners, jobs, and improvident 
schemes. 

If the decisions of the Common Coun- 
cil have for the last 25 years been gene- 
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tion. which it feels at beholdi 





= 


rally opposed to our interests, look at the 


characters, the pursuits, the talents of the | 


individuals who haye exultingly promoted 
such injurious measures, in opposition tc 
better and more temperate judgment: 
which, happily for the country, now ap. 
pears likely to obtain that weight it ought 


‘at all times to have. The men to whom | 


allude have, in order to accomplish their 
own sordid and corrupt views, long arro- 
gated to themselves a consequence to 
which they have not the least pretension, 
It is to these presumptuous, and at the 
same time servile agents, that the authors 
of our public grievances have enjoyed so 
long a furlough from national resentment. 
Let us, then, by a manly exercise of our 
elective franchise, give an effectual check 
to the iniquitous career of these presump- 
tuous individuals in the Common Council; 
which will be a prelude to the disgrace 
and punishment of their abandoned and 
profligate employers. 

Fellow Citizens: It is neither possible, 
nor I trust necessary.in an Address lik: 
the present, to enumerate the long cata- 
logue of evils which the rally and mis- 
conduct of our rulers have inflicted upon 
the country, even during the present year, 
much less for a long series of years passed. 
With an expenditure of 80 millions per 
annum, what have we achieved? Have 
we lessened the power of the enemy! 6! 
have we added to the security of the cour 
try? Our taxes, particularly the Income 
and Assessed Taxes, are demanded of us 
with increased rigour and severity; Ou! 
grievances remain unredressed, a 8 
tion, abuse and peculation 10 the public 
expenditure unreformed ; thousands and 
thousands of our brave soldiers have 
gloriously perished in Spain and gpa 
ren. The land is filled with afilictes 
parents, widows, and orphans, to mow! 
their guilty loss, whilst the remains of * 
gallant army are now languishing we 
sickness and disease. of 

While the nation at large, feeling . 
the wounded honour of the. country, ba¥° 
been anxiously looking up t the Corpe 
ration of London to take a lead in dem 
ay soe. “ies ares the syco hants 

g inquiry, we have seen t woe 
of the Common Council, instead of sled 


. ° rous indigi2- 
with the country in the ering 2 wast em- 






pire crumbling to pieces, Instea! ein 
with the virtuous part Of. | these lacs” 


to call for reform of uses, t like ° 
hunting canker-worms, destivue 2k © 
talents, probity, or shame, have epics 
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roured fo prevent inquiry into these 
failures and disgraces, by drowning the 
complaints of the people in the tumult of 
veneral feasting and illuminations. —Im- 
hecility and crime have found in them 
protection, and they have constantly op- 
ysed every measure calculated to remove 
he present corrupt system, without which 
moval this kingdom must ultimately fall, 
as other kingdoms have done, under the 
power of a foreign sword. 
tis to prevent a calamity of this ex- 
tent—it is that our rights may be pre- 
rved to the very end of time, that I call 
upon you to select men worthy of your 
onfidence, and with talents suitable to the 
times in which we live. Remember that 
‘he trust we delegate is not exclusively our 
property: nor is it to be exercised exclu- 
sively for our own benefit; but a trust 
confided in us for the security and advan- 
tage of the whole community. This truth 
cannot be too strongly impressed upon our 
ninds. Our existence as a state may de- 
pend upon our integrity and prudence in 
the exercise of this right. It is a mis- 
taken generosity, and at this period a very 
hazardous experiment, to allow unworthy 
or incapable individuals to retain their si- 
tuationsmerely because they have held them 
for years. Nor is it less criminal in those 
who have talents equal to the discharge 
ol the duties, to withhold their services at 
a moment like the present, when the 
nation is tottering under the imbecility of 
acorrupt and despicable faction, avowedly 
unequal to what they have undertaken, and 
who have held out flags of distress for as- 
sistance to men as unworthy as themselves. 
Fee] as men ought to feel when assailed 
with difficulties ; Come forward like men; 
Vindicate your rights; Retrieve your 
character, by dismissing those who have 
betrayed their trust, an giving the Cor- 
poration the full benefit of your talents 
and your virtues ; Shame the unpriacipled 
hirelings of the day into that obscurity 
lrom which their conscience should inform 
them they ought never to have emerged : 
Form immediately Committees in your 
‘spective Wards for the purpose of bring- 
ing lorward and supporting proper Candi- 
dates, A Crrizen or Lonpon 
Nov. 18, 1809. or THE ‘Otp Scuoo., 
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SPECIAL JURIES, 
Sik; The appearance of a letter by 
yours dent W. F. S., in your Re- 
e'ster of the 11th of this month, recalls, } 
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to mind a former one by that gentleman, on 
the abused organization of Special Juries, 
which I had intended to notice at the time, 
with a view to trace the evil to it’s source, 
and to shew the true character and extent 
of it; but which afterwards escaped my 
reco] lection, and has not since been thought 
of. This explanation will, I trust, apolo- 
gize for adverting to a paper, inserted so 
far back, as the 30th of September last.— 
The question, I conceive, embraces a wider 
field of argument, and involves considera- 
tions of infinitely more importance, than 
what have been ascribed to it by your cor- 
respondent. He has stated a case for the 
contemplation of your readers; but, by 
confining himself simply to the recital of 
that case, without attempting to account 
for it, or speculating on it’s Consequences, 
has left the argument incomplete. The 
facts adduced by him, and the quotations 
cited from Professor Blackstone, are only 
useful to establish the truth of his position, 
that Special Juries are not now organized 
as the law intended they should be; but, 
why this difference in theif organization 
has taken place,—whether it tends to the 
advantage of the community; and, if not, 
how it may be remedied, he has hardly 
thought it necessary to explain.—Now, it 
appears to me, that, before condemning an 
abuse (by which, in a case of this sort, is 
to be understood, an aberration from any 
customary or prescriptive act), it is indis- 
pensable to know, if such abuse could have 
been avoided ; and, at least, politic to in- 
quire, if, upon the whole, it is injurious to 
the parties who may be affected by its 
operation. Your correspondent has com- 
plained, that Special Juries are now com- 
posed of tradesmen and manufacturers ; 
that these members of society are dubbed 
« Esquires,” in the Sheriff’s book; and 
that though, by this insertion, and a com- 
petent qualification in respect to property, 
they may answer in denomination to the 
persons mentioned for the execution of the 
offiee,—yet, that, by want of education, 
and a consequent narrowness of mind and 
principle, they are virtually incapable of 
acquitting themselves properly ; that the 
men alluded to are not of this description ; 
that they are real esquires; and that a 
real esquire is a man possessed of under- 
standing as well as property, whose rank, 
and opulence, and independence, are only 
subservient to the improvement of his in- 
tellect and the developement of his ta- 
lent.—If I understand your correspondent 


rightly, this is what he means, Sir; and 
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certainly it issound doctrine, unimpeach- 
able philosophy. But, still, J am afraid, 
this notion ot an Esquire, this character of 
a Special Jury-man, is founded in theory 
rather than in practice, and accords better 
with the Utopian system of sir Thomas 
More, than with instances to be selected 
fiom real lite.—I will not take upon me 
to affirm what may have been the state of 
society at the time the law in question was 
enacted ; nor, indeed, what it may have 
been in the day of sir William Blackstone, 
although, if we are to believe that which 
is recorded of him, he, too, made a differ- 
ence between writing on the principles of 
the constitution and illustrating them by 
his practice ; but, this I may state, without 
fear of contradiction, that those men who 
are considered now a-days in the light of 
native ’Squires,—I mean men of inde- 
pendent fortunes, acquired and transmitted 
to them through the industry of their pro- 
genitors ; are infinitely less competent to 
discharge the duties of a Special Jury, than 
the objects of your correspondent’s censure. 
They formerly may have been distinguish- 
ed from their fellow countrymen, by quali- 
ties more substantial, and attributes more 
respectable, than empty titles and a rela- 
tive state of riches; but now, alas! the 
man of fortune is identified with the man 
of fashion, and, of all characters upon 
earth, the man of fashion, considered exclu- 
sively as such, is the most despicable and 
disgusting. —A pedestrian or a pugilist, 
a jockey or a gamester, now marks him 
tu public notice, and stamps distinction 
on the rising race of noblemen and young 
esquires ; their leisure and independence 
are sacrificed to folly; their spirit is de- 
bauched by the meanness of their pur- 
suits: the parade and pageantry of a Whip- 
Club exhibit sufficient scope for their emu- 
lation, and the attitudes of a bruiser, or, 
perhaps, the pedigree of a pointer, are 
among the most abstruse and severest of 
their studies. And yet, these men com- 
plain of a disposition, on the part of 
the people, to degrade nobility, and to 
bring the higher orders of society into 
contempt, as if any thing could more ef- 
fectually tend to do so, than their own 
profligate demeanour and ignorance of 
understanding. Indeed, it is truly la- 
mentable to reflect on the degenerate and 
disgraceful state of this part of the com- 
munity, 0 to the situation of their 
inferiors: whilst the latter are contend- 
ing against the pressure of the times, and 
substituting solid study and rational forms 
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of learning, in place of those amusements 
with which they were wont to soothe the 
cares of life and soften the fatigues of bu- 
siness, but which they are now unable tw 
afford; the former is, at best, indulging 
in inanity, or running through the scenes 
of fashionable dissipation.—But, the order 
of employment: is inverted: the amuse. 
ments of the poor are converted into ob. 
jects of study by the rich; while the stu. 
dies of the rich are transmuted into means 
of relaxation by the poor !--What such a 
man as Locke, who in his work on Educa- 
tion treats the ignorance of men of for- 
tune in matters of jurisprudence, as an 
actual absurdity, would say to this ex- 
change, one may easily conceive; but, 
without probing the grievance deeper, 
it is cutting enough to think, that those 
designed by the law to discriminate be- 
tween right and wrong, and to admea- 
sure and assign its penalties, are, for 
the most part, ignorant of its first prin- 
ciples, and are certainly incompetent to 
serve on Special Juries, to whom the 
more refined and intricate parts of it are 
referred.—I_ cannot, therefore, agree with 
your learned correspondent, that the re- 
moval of the men objected to by hin, 
from our Special Juries, and consequently 
the introduction of such as I have de- 
scribed, would be a public benefit, or 
better answer the purpose of the legisls- 
ture: for, it is manifest, that our present 
Jurymen are superior in understanding; 
and as to sentiment and feeling, in regar’ 
to those cases where a sense of honour \s 
required to appreciate a breach of duty, 
or estimate a loss of happiness; where 
pecuniary costs and damages are the only 
reparation that can be made for & \' 
lence committed on a man’s internal quit 
and reputation; it would in regard w 
these, be little better than a joke, a mere 
mockery and make-game, with so many 
great delinquents before our eyes, oat 
lect a tribunal from the higher oer 
life, or pack a jury from the — P 
sphere. The idea is really bags “, 
one might as well think of drinking ! ae 
dy to check a fever, or of using aC ce 
correct a cholic. For my part, if Iw 
in the situation described by your are 
pondent,—deprived of my wife’ saffect soso 
and supplanted in her esteem ; fame,Y 
in my honour, and i jured in my cel 
the machinations of an “scound 


calling himself my friend; I would att 
ares my claim fore jury of ealigt 
Tradesmen, with a respectable U 
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at their head (since a person of that pro- 
fession is stated by your correspondent to 
have acted in such capacity on a late oc- 
casion),—men, susceptible of the comforts 
of domestic life, and patterns in them- 
selves of conjugal fidelity, than even to a 
set of Peers, with a prince or prelate for 
their foreman, if the latter were defi- 
cient in these respects, and not exempt, 
by law, from serving upon Juries.—In 
short, Sir, your correspondent must per- 
ceive, that the evil he complains of, arises 
rather from the general depravity of so- 
ciety, than from any wanton. innovation 
onan established principle; and that it is 
unavoidable, and even desirable, con- 
sidering the incapacity of those alluded 
to by the law. He has, I am sure, 
from his style of writing, too much 
candour to impute to me any interested 
motive, in commenting on his paper ; 
my only aim in doing so, having been 
to remove an impression that it may 
have excited in disparagement of pub- 
lic justice, as administered in our courts 
of law, which, notwithstanding the abuse 
in question, the prevalence of party 
spirit, and the preponderating influence of 
the executive government of the country, 
was never, I believe, dispensed with 
greater purity and freedom than at the 
present moment.—Before concluding the 
discussion of this topic, as reference has 
been made to the admirable treatise of sir 
William Blackstone, I am tempted to 
transcribe a passage from it in regard to 
Juries, which cannot be too seriously at- 
tended to by every Englishman who values 
the privileges of his constitution :— All 
“ gentlemen of fortune are, in consequence 
“of their property, liable to be called 
" upon to establish the rights, to estimate 
“ the injuries, to weigh the accusations, 
“and sometimes to dispose of the lives of 
“their fellow-subjects, by serving upon 
“Juries. In this situation, they have fre- 
“ quently a right to decide, and that upon 
“ their oaths, questions of nice importance, 
: in the selection of which some legal 
: se is requisite; especially where the 
— and the fact, as it often happens, are 
: intimately blended together. And the 
r general incapacity, even of our best 
_, Duties, to do this with any tolerable pro- 

priety, has greatly debased their autho- 





“ rity ; and has unavoidably thrown more 


- power into the hands of the Judges, to 
‘ direct, controul, and even reverse their 
verdict, than ey the Constitution 
fi am, Sir, yours, &c. S. 


Hendon, Nov. 12, 1809. 











MR. WARDLE 
AND THE 
EDINBURGH REVIEWERS. 


Sir; I cannot contemplate the fallacious 
misrepresentation of these writers, of Mr. 
Wardle’s Speech on the Public Expendi- 
ture, at the same time with the extensive 
influence of their book on the public opi- 
nion, without seeking through your aid to 
dojustice tohisextraordinary merits. After 
a preamble full of praise of Mr. Wardle as 
one of ** the. most zealous, and able cham- 
pions for economy and relorm,’’ and for 
having “come fairly forward with the 
items of his proposed deductions,” lan- 
guage truly becoming their subject, and 
coming from such authority as ought to 
make the servile authors of the Morning 
Post blush for their base calumnies, they 
proceed to lay down this position; that 
“ the main saving, and indeed all that in 
a national point of view, is worth attend- 
ing to, is to be effected by a reduction in 
the number or allowances of our army and 
navy.” Now, Mr. Cobbett, 1 do not 
hesitate to assert, that a statement more 
false, or more demonstrative of a vicious 
perversion of fact, never was male. The 
writer of it must have known how gross a 
falsehood he was attempting to give cur- 
rency to, and it is but too manifest that his 
motive could be no other than that of a 
wish to please a party who have uniformly 
vilified and opposed Mr. Wardle; because 
he could not have been unacquainted with 
those points of Mr. Wardle’s Speech which 
Iam about to refer to, and which will 
shew, that, so far from any reduction be- 
ing proposed in the effective force of the 
country, no one saving can be considered 
as having the smallest tendency to dimi- 
nish it.—In order to make out his case the 
Edinburgh Reviewer says, “ a certain pro- 
portion of infantry and cavalry are to be 
discharged,” but of what kind, any of 
our regulars, militia or volunteers? not a 
single corps or regiment, except two regi- 
ments of household troops, that are never 
sent on service, and whose duties could be 
performed by the heavy dragoon regi- 
ments: and except a reduction of the ca- 
valry regiments from 23,409 to 18,000, a 
reduction which has the sanction of some 
of the ablest officers, and which, if effected, 
would leave a force of cavalry, that with 
the volunteer cavalry would be equal to 
every duty the state could desire. It is 
positively false that Mr. Wardie proposed 
to discharge a single man of the infantry, 


; and in saying that he did, the Reviewers 
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have interms said what wasnot true. Nor 
did he,as they alledge, propose that the re- 
mains of the Volunteers should be discharg- 
ed. On this head he adopted the opinion of 
sir R. Wilson that, ** military cloathing is 
not necessary for such a force,’’ and pro- 
posed a saving equal to the expence now 
meurred by cloathing the Volunteers. Ot 
the whole therefore, of the assertion of the 
Reviewers, as far as relates to a reduction 
of our army, all of it that is good for any 
thing, is just so much of it as can be borne 
out by the disbanding of two regiments of 
household troops, and reducing our cavalry 
from 23,000 to 18,000 men. So much for 
their honesty and accuracy !—They have 
stated truly, that Mr. Wardle proposed to 
disband the foreign corps. But not correctly 
that such a measure would be a reduction 
of our army ; looking to its efficiency, and 
not to its numbers, for its value, because no 
man capable of appreciating the character 
of our constitution, and of what really 
forms the safety of the empire, can say, 
that 24,000 foreign troops add any thing 
to our security ; but, on the contrary, his 
mind must revolt from the idea of such a 
force having existence in our country, and 
be forcibly alive to apprehensions of dan- 
ger rather than to confidence in security, 
whenever it contemplates so formidable a 
force wholly unconnected with the inte- 
rests and liberties of the people.-—The Re- 
viewers go on to Say, “ no more fortifica- 
tions are to be constructed; the allowances 
to the militia are to be reduced; a third 
part of the sum destined for the Navy is to 
be withdrawn. But, “these were not 
measures of economy, but measures of 
state policy.’’— Not measures of economy ? 
So because by hook or by crook the idea of 
a measure of state policy can be attached 
to any proposition by which a saving of 
millions will be eflected to the public, then 
it is not to be a measure of economy, there- 
fore to have no merit or attention bestowed 
upon it, but to be wholly disregarded, and 
the people told to be satisfied, and not to 
expect its being adopted, because they are 
quite under a mistake, have nothing to say 
to it, but must leave it entirely to the mi- 
nisters, who alone have concern with mea- 
sures of state policy !—But in regard to 
these forufications, how stands the fact ; 
1s it at this moment a measure of state 
policy to vote 700,000/. a year to extend 
them? After some hundred millions of 
money had been expended upon them in 
the course of the last twenty years, and 


after it is quite plain to every man who 
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ever read a newspaper, that this expendi- 
ture was wholly useless, any other person 
besides the writer of this Review might have 
been willing to allow that the question was 
no longer one of state policy; but one 
more belonging to the head of state cor. 
ruption, and, therefore, most fit for the 
budget of Mr. Wardle.—As to the allow. 
ances to the militia, Mr. Wardle pro. 
posed that they should be allowed to 
work at harvest for three months in 
the year, and during these three months 
to stop their payment, a practice of the 
famous King of Prussia.—But the most 
scandalous opinion broached by the Re- 
viewers is, that on the subject of the naval 
expenditure, they say, “ that any fe- 
trenchment of the funds appropriated for 
the navy, must be attended with the ot- 
most hazard.’’—It really, (Mr. Cobbett), 
is quite melancholy to think, that a work 
which has by its former opinions so de- 
servedly gained great weight with the 
public, should contain so base a prostite- 
tion of talents as is here exemplitied in this 
short sentence. What, after the facts which 
have been heaped upon facts of ap unques- 
tionable and unquestioned fixed nature, 
proving how much of the annual naval ex- 
penditure is actually robbed from the pub- 
lic by those who belong to the naval de- 
partment, is it possible that any man could 
have been found that would venture to 
step forward in support of this system ol 
state corruption and common robbery, 
and give a calm deliberate opinion, such 
as these Reviewers have here given? 1am 
sure that the public have too much good 


‘sense to be led astray on this point, even 


by the influence of these Edinburgh Re- 
viewers.—But now, Sir, having, I conceive, 
completely refuted the assertion of the Re- 
viewers, that the main saving proposed by 
Mr. Wardle was to be effected by a reduc- 
tion in the Army and Navy; ] will shew 
by a reference to his published Speech 
what proportion of the saving can have a 
possible connection with ihe reduction ¢ 

either. 
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Commissariat ------ > 500,000 
Barracks- - --- 7-7 ~-- $50,000 
\rmy Cloathing - - - - - - 270,000 
Collection of Revenue in 
Great Britain - - - - - - 1,051,930 
Collection of Revenue in 
Ireland - ---- - --- $388,367 
Commissioners and Auditors 
of Public Accounts - - - - 70,000 


Bank ; ‘The sum charged for 
the management of the 
National Debt - - - - - 

Pensions, and Offices exeeuted 


210,594 


by Deputy ----+---> 200,000 | 
Bountlese - ---*+-*+*ee 150,000 
Colonies- - ---+-+++-- 500,000 
Catholic Emancipation - - - 2,000,000 





-_—_—_- -—- 


” ‘ WwW ’ 
£.$,099,841 


Here, Sir, is a saving proposed of eight 
millions, without including a single item 
exposed to either of the two objections of 
ie Reviewers, either as being a reduc- 
tion of military defence, or belonging to 
a qui stion of state policy. Was it, then, 
fir for them, in giving so decided an opi- 
non upon what they are pleased to call 
ie extraordinary statement of Mr. War- 
lle, to pass these items over in silence, 
aid thus give their authority to the inge- 
uious but false imputations of Mr. Hus- 
sisson, to take from the true value of this 
‘uly astonishing display that Mr. War- 
‘e made of the practicable measures 
which might be adopted to ease the bur- 
Jens of the people? But the sober judg- 
‘uent of the people of England will not be 
‘ed astray so easily. The facts which 
ave been disclosed of waste and corrup- 
ion in the control of the Public Expendi- 
‘ure cannot be so readily ellaced. They 
‘tow too much not to see that Mr. War- 
‘ie must be right, and that there is room 
‘en for doing much more than he pro- 
posed todo. For my own part, | have no 
hesitation in saying that if a very few 
embers of the House of Commons stand 
by him in his endeavours to obtain a fi- 
hancial reform, he will before the end of 
Uext session carry with him the public ap- 
Probation and support fully as Biviicee 8 
ashe did in the business of the Duke of 
York.——Your obedient servant, VERAX, 
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Of the Rey. Mr. Suernerp, delivered 
at the recent Celebration of the Av- 
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Niversary of Mr. Roscoe’s Election, 
taken 


From the Statesman. 


Gentlemen; I have witnessed, with the 
greatest pleasure, the enthusiasm with 
which you have paid your tribute of re- 
spect to our late worthy representative ; 
and that, not merely on account of the 


' friendly sentiments which I have lone en- 
on) 


tertained towards Mr. Roscoe, but because, 
inmy humble judgment, this enthusiasin 
augurs well of the final success of the 
glorious cause in which we are jointly em- 
barked. (Applauses.) ‘To this cause, Gen- 
tlemen, the course of passing events, should 
induce us most steadily to adhere ; for the 
occurrences of every day more manifestly 
demonstrate its truth and justice. Yes, 
Gentlemen, I am persuaded we cannot bet- 
ter prove our attachment to the country, 
than by treading in the steps of our much 
loved and valued friend, the anniversary of 
whose election we are now met together to 
celebrate; and in opposing the proceedings 
of those weak and wicked ministers, who 
have too long directed his majesty’s coun- 
cils, and who have obstinately and per- 
versely persevered in a system which 
has reduced this nation to its present de- 
plorable condition, (Applauses.) I trust, 
Gentlemen, that we shall never forget the 
means by which those ministers came into 
place; I trust also we shall ever remem- 


| ber, that the foundations of their power 


are bigotry and intolerance ; that they were 
wafted into office by the drunken bel¢h- 
ings of “ No Popery” and “ Church and 
King.” (Loud applauses.)— What are 
these watch words of party, Gentiemen, 
but the signals of riot, and the instigators 
of persecution ? What do ministers and 
their adherents mean, when they stimulate 
the intoxicated multitude to cry out “ No 
Popery !”? Do they mean to say, that the 
Roman Catholic Religion shall not be ex- 
ercised in this country? If so, they fly di- 
rectly in the face of the law of the land. 
But do they mean to insinuate, that there 
is some noxious charm in that religion, 
which renders its professors hostile or in- 
different to their native land? 1 maintain, 
that the history of the world, aud the 
course of passing events, give the lie to 
this insinuation. Who are they, who have 
in spite of disaster and discomfiture, time 
after time, rallied round the standard of 
the Emperor of Austria, to defend his 
throne and their country? ‘They are 
Roman Catholics. Who are they, who, 
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from the bleak summit of the Tyrolean 
mountains, at this moment breathe defiance 
against the Conqueror of the Continent ? 
They are Roman Catholics. Of what 
faith were the heroes who chose to perish 
amidst the smoking ruins of Saragossa, 
rather than submit to the oppression of 
their country ? Why, to a man, they were 
Roman Catholics. (Loud applauses.) Re- 
ferring to these instances, and a thousand 
others which might be mentioned, I will 
always maintain, that, as I expressed my- 
self on a former occasion, the flame of Loy- 
alty and Patriotism can glow in the breast 
of a Roman Catholic. (Applauses.) And 
from the nature of things, Gentlemen, it 
must be so; for, upon what is the princi- 
ple of patriotism founded? It is founded 
upon the possession of property; upon the 
enjoyment of the protection of the law; 
but more than that, perhaps it is founded 
upon the charities of social and domestic 
life. (Loud applauses.) Until then it 
can be proved to me that the Catholics of 
Great Britain and Ireland have no stake 
in the country ; till it can be proved to 
me that they are destitute of natural af- 
fection, that they feel no love for their 
parents, no fondness for their wives, no 
tender solicitude for the welfare of their 
children, IT will maintain that they are 
fii io be trusted with arms in defence of 
their country, and woe befal the man who 
basely msinuates the doctrine that they 
and their country have different interesis. 
{Loud appiauses.) Again, Gentlemen, 
what mean those words which, in the sea- 
son of turbulence, we see chalked upon 
our walls, and hear resounding amidst the 
conviviality of ‘our opponents? What 
means the noted symbol of party, Church 
and King? Gentlemen, I will tell you 
what it means, and for this purpose I will 
borrow the language of an eminent Dig- 
nitary of the Church of England, whom I 
have the honour to reckon among my 
friends; when immediately after that most 
disgraceful outrage, the Birmingham Riot, 
this Dignitary was called upon, in the 
midst of a large company, to drink the 
toast of Church and King, he address- 
ed the Master of the feast in the fol- 
lowing terms, “ Sir, I venerate the Church, 
the holy offices of which I have long 
been accustomed to administer; I trust 
also that the whole tenor of my life 
proves that I honour my King ; but I will 
not drink the toast of Church and King, 
for 1 well know what is the meaning of 
those words when they are put in conjunc- 








[alg 
tion. Their meaning is a Church above 
the State, and a King above the Lay. 
Against these principles I will protest to 
the latest moments of my life.” So said 
this Dignitary, Gentlemen, so say I, and 
so I am confident say we all. (Applauses.) 
Yes, Gentlemen, after the example of this 
Dignitary, we will honour the King. We 
will honour him constitutionally. We will 
also testify our regard to him, but in a 
mode different from that adopted by Mr. 
Spencer Perceval and his adherents, should 
it so happen that a pledge confessedly un- 
constitutional is required from his Mi- 
nisters. Should it so happen that an un- 
popular and insulting answer is given to 
an address from the metropolis of the 
kingdom, we will not say, these are the 
personal acts of the King, and must not 
be called into question. No, Gentlemen, 
we will take our stand upon the platform 
of the Constitution, and our motto shal! 
be, “ A King that can do no wrong, but 
Ministers that are responsible for every 
act of state.” (Loud applauses.)— 
And, Gentlemen, what a weight of re- 
sponsibility rests upon the shoulders oi 
Mr. Spencer Perceval and his co-adjutors' 
For what is the substance of the history of 
Britain for the last eighteen months but a 
series of disgrace and disasters abroad, 
and the open and unblushing patronage ol 
corruption at home? (Applauses.)— 
Amongst the foreign transactions ol Mi- 
nisters stands first in order of time the 
celebrated Convention of Cintra. Permit 
me, Gentlemen, to go back to that period, 
I will detain you for as short a time %& 
possible. (Loud cries of hear, hear!)— 
Such of you, Gentlemen, as I had the 
honour to address on a similar occasion 0 
this day twelve months, may perhaps Te 
collect that I then expressed my opinion 
that no satisfactory result was to be A 
pected from the Court of Enquiry, whic 
was appointed to examine mio that trans 
action. Gentlemen, the event jusuie 
my prognostic. That Court did not probe 
the transaction in question to the bottom. 
—By its very constitution, indeed, ® ver 
precluded from so doing; it was 4 vs 
of Military Inquiry ; and of Military af 
quiry only; and I have no doubt that 1 
verdict was strictly correct, which 
clared that no blame was to be imput 
to the Commanders of the Exp 
Still, however, it was the general feeling 
of the country, that blame was 1 be im 
tT chink. that this 
uted somewhere; and I think 
eeling was right, and that I can demo 
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of horses to convey the artillery and ammu- 
nition. And for this, Sir Arthur account- 
ed to the Board of [nquiry in a very sin- 


grate to you, that blame of the most se- 
sous kind is to be imputed to his Majesty’s 
\inisters, who planned and organized the 
expedition. —Gentlemen, I am not so ab- 
«ard as to pretend to be a critic upon the 
minutie of military Operations. I do, 
however lay claim to credit for a little 
common sense, under the guidance of 
which, and under the correction of my 
worthy and gallant friend on my left 
(Colonel Williams), | lay down the fol- 
lowing positions, That in order to insure 
success to an expedition against a foreign | 
enemy, it is absolutely requisite that the | 
planners of that expedition snould be ac- | 
quainted with the number and species of | 
the enemy’s forces, that they should pro- | 
vide their troops with the means of trans- 

porting artillery and ammunition; that 

they should secure an adequate supply 

of provisions ; and, though it may not be 

absolutely necessary, yet I should think 

t highly expedient that the conduct of 
the expedition should be entrusted to a | 
General, well apprised of its objects and 
pian, and who is intended to prosecute it 
to its termination. Now, Gentlemen, let 
us try the expedition to Portugal by these 
rales. Onthe 12th June, 1808, Sir Arthur 
Wellesley set sailfrom Cork, with between 
eight and nine thousand men, under as- 
‘urances from Ministers, that the dispos- 
able force of the French in Lisbon amount- 
ed to no more than four thousand. In | 
point of fact, Gentlemen, the numbers of | 
French troops in Portugal at that time, 
amounted to four and twenty thousand ! 
Iwo days after Sir Arthur sailed, they 
received more correct information, in con- 
sequence of which, they sent after him 
reinforcements. These having, more by 
good luck than good management, ar- 
rived in time, Sir Arthur was enabled to 
meet the enemy; he did meet them at 
Roleia and Vimiera—his soldiers did, what 
‘rust (allow me to correct my expres- 
sion, what I am confident), British sol- 
diers always will do, when they contend 
with a foe—they covered themselves with 
glory. (Loud applauses.) They repuls- 
ed and defeated the enemy. But their 
Commander was unable to follow up his 
victory. And why? On account of the 
Superior number of the enemy’s horse. 
For, be it known to you, Gentlemen, that 
to a British army of eighteen thousand 
men, there were attached no more than 
‘two hundred and ten cavalry.—At the 
Cwset of this expedition, t inconve- 








gular manner. For he siated, that think- 
ing that the horses of the artillery (which 
we must presume to be sound snd good) 
would suffer from the hardships of the 
service, he substituted, in their place, a 
namber of Irish cast cavalry hvtses, worth 
about twelve or thirteen ponnas each. 
(A laugh). Why, Gentlemen, wiih the 
good leave of my worthy friend, Mr. 
Casey, | must say that this was a most 
Irish mode of fitting out an expedition, 
and that Sir Arthur’s plan would have 
been consistent and complete, iad he, in- 
stead of able bodiod men, fille:] bis batta- 
lions with tottering invalids and Chelsea 
pensioners. — (Loud laughing.) — When, 
Gentlemen, Sir Arthur took his ‘epar- 
ture from Cork, he was instructed prin- 
cipally to depend upon the country to 
which he was going for supplies of pro- 
visions. When he arrived in Portugal, 
which supplies itself with bread for only 
seven months in the year, provisions were 
so scarce, that he was earnestly solicited 
to victual the Portuguese troops who join- 
ed him, from the stores which he had 
brought with him in his ships. And as 
to the permanency of the Commander-in- 
Chief, it is, I believe, an unparalleled cir- 
cumstance, that in the course of twenty- 
four hours the British army was under 


the orders of three different Generals.— 


Gentlemen, you well remember the a 
that was raised against Sir Hugh Dal- 


rymple. You remember the Newspaper: 


edged with black; and the protest of va- 
rious towns against the odium of having 
given him birth. This outcry was eagerly 
encouraged by Ministers, as it tended to 
divert the attention of the country from 
their own insufficiency. It is highly 
probable that some of us here present joined 
in this outcry ; if so, let us make Sir Hugh 
the amende honorable ; \et us acknowledge 
that no blame is attachable to the Mili- 
tary Commanders of the Portuguese Ex- 
pedition; let us bestow our execrations 
where they are due ; namely, upon those 
Ministers who planned that Expedition, 
and whose ignorance and incapacit 

rendered necessary a Convention whic 

made Britain the laughing-stock of Europe 
—(Applauses.) By this Convention, how- 
ever, Portugal being cleared of the ene- 
my, Ministers resolved to expel the French 
from Spain. With this view, they sent 
into that country an army under the com- 





nience was experienced, from the want 
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mand of Sir John Moore, who was most 
pointedly instructed to pay great attention 
and deference to the communications which 
he might, from time to time, receive from 
Mr. Hookham Frere, who was residing in 
Spain, in quality of Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary on the part of his Britannic Majesty. 
On this second occasion Ministers betray - 
ed their ignorance of the numbers and 
resources of the enemy. Had they sent 
double the force which they did send, it 
would have been hardly sufficient to secure 
the objectof the Expedition. And as tothe 
vigilance and superior intelligence of the 
highly accredited Mr. Hookham. Frere, 
one fact will settle your opinion upon that 
point. He was sa singularly vigilant that 
he contrived to apprize Sir John Moore of 
the capture of Madrid by the French, 
three days after the news of that event had 
been published in the London Papers (A 
laugh). In fact, this vain and foolish man 
was led by the nose by a couple of trai- 
tors, at whose instigation, he in a most 
offensive and insolent manner pressed Sir 
John Moore to make a forward movement, 
which would have infaliibly insured the 
capture of Sir John and his whole army. 
The sagacity of the British Commander, 
however, preserved him from the snare. 
He effected his retreat to Corunna. Under 
the walls of that town, he fought the 
enemy—he conquered—and he fell.—He 
fell bravely fighting at the head of his 
gallant troops. (Loud Applauses.)—Had 
I the honour of being of the kindred of 
Sir John Moore, I should have rejoiced at 
that event. For truly honourable was 
his death; and it saved him the extreme 
severity of mortification. For, to the eter- 
nal disgrace of Ministers be it said, that 
while the generosity of the enemy was 
gracing the fallen Hero with the honours 
of the tomb, the malignity of ministerial 
hirelings was whispering away his fair fame, 
and attempting to tarnish his reputation. 
A foresight of this seems to have embitter- 
ed his last moments. For in his dying 
agonies he said, « 1 hope my country will 
do me justice.”” Yes, Gentlemen, his coun- 
try will do him justice; and whilst she 
consigns his calumniators to the contempt 
which they merit, she will inscribe his 
name in the list of her most illustrious 
heroes. (Loud Applauses.)— With the 
same pen too will she record the disgrace 
of those Ministers, whose incapacity oc- 
casioned the sacrifice-of him, and of his 
gallant followers. (Applauses.)——The 
ailure of the first Spanish Expedition was, 





[820 
however, imputed to the want of zeal, or 
to the overcaution, of Sir John Moore, To 
remedy this deficiency, Ministers entrys;. 
ed a second Expedition to a General, who 
was stated to be of a different description : 
who was trumpeted forth as being al 
spirit, activity, and vigour; and who had 
reaped a rich harvest of laurels on the 
plains of Hindostan, You are all aware, 
Gentlemen, that I allude to Sir Arthuyy 
Wellesley, now Lord Wellington. Well, 
what was the result of all this enterprize 
and activity? He rashly advanced, with. 
out intelligence, and unprovided with 
magazines of provisions, into the heart of 
the country. In consequence of the 
customary negligence of Ministers, when 
he met the enemy, he found their number 
double his own. By astonishing efforts of 
valour, his soldiers earned for him the 
title of Baron Talavera—in return for 
which his improvidence left them sick and 
wounded in the hospitals of that town, 
Gentlemen, if Lord Wellington be the 
high-spirited individual which he is repre- 
sented to be, if he have that nice sense of 
honour which he is reported to have, this 
title of Talavera will be a perpetual tor- 
ment to him. He wiil regard it as a 
blot upon his escutcheon—as the record oi 
his disgrace. (Applauses.)——Before | 
close the melancholy list of our expeditions, 
permit me briefly to notice the Exped 
tion to the Coast of Holland. While the 
Emperor of Austria was struggling with 
Buonaparté, Ministers determined to inake 
what they call a grand diversion. bor 
this purpose they equipped a force of an 
hundred thousand men.—But, according 
to inveterate custom, they were two late 
in their preparations; and when Lord 
Chatham arrived at the mouth of the 
Scheldt, he learnt, to his astonishment, 
that Antwerp was a fortified town: that 
the Femi? hy. it could be laid sti 
water; and that the Scheldt was bristle 
with batteries and forts. In_ short, 7 
upshot of this Grand Expedition ye 
burning of Flushing, and the captor " 
the Island of Walcheren, which has prove 
to be the grave of our gallant ecg! ba 
But we are ryt | told that thous 
the ulterior objects of this expedinen 
not accomplished, much has. been "for 
since Walcheren is a capital situation A 
the carrying ona contraband, ag 
contraband trade, Gentlemen: +¥ 
dred thousand men emp! ved 7 
ing a contraband trade 
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sous Sovereign of the British Isles repre- 
ented by his own servants at the head of 
, sang of smugglers (loud applauses), or 
» we the Genius of British Commerce, 
sho was wont proudly tospread her wings 
fom one extremity of the ocean to the 
niher, metamorphosed into an eel wrig- 
sing her dirty way through the mud banks 
of Holland. (Loud applauses.) And 
vet | doubt not, Gentlemen, that when 
Parliament assembles, as it will soon do to 
our cost, this Expedition to Walcheren, 
ud Lord Wellington’s Expedition to 
Spain, will be vindicated by great mayjori- 
ies, as being planned and conducted with 
he most consummate wisdom. I argue 
ys from a consideration of the last Session, 
yhich was occupied by the varnishing and 
ieience of every species of abuse. Need 
Jon this head remind you of the affair of 
be Duke of York, of which I will say no 
more, than that a ministerial majority was 
prepared, in spite of the disgraceful situa- 
on in which his Royal Highness ap- 
neared to the eyes of the nation at large, 
jot only to encourage, but to solicit him 
ovetain the office of Commander in Chief. 
Need 1 to remind you of the conviction of 
ord Castlereagh, or his own confession 
offering to barter East India Patronage 
of a seat in the House of Commons ? 
Vho can think, with patience, of the 
onduct of the House on that occasion, or 
vad without indignation, its resolution 
bot to proceed against his Lordship, be- 
se the bargain had not been actually 
oncluded ? Good God, Gentlemen, what 
loctrine is this? LTonce heard at the 
aucaster Assizes the question gravely ar- 
ued, whether a man who was caught én 
“sia ina chimney, had breke into a 
louse, (a laugh) and where the lite of a 
vor wretch was at stake, it was fit and 
Proper to raise an argument upon such a 
‘use. But Lord Castlereagh was a ser- 
an of the King and of the Public ; and I 
‘peal to you all, Gentlemen, whether, if 
"had caught one of your servants pick- 
$ the lock of your op chest, you woald 
have dismissed him from your service, 
Mough he had not actually carried off a 
ngle guinea, ora single note, On the 
“te principle I maintain-that such a mass 
Corruption as Lord Castlereagh, should 
‘longer have been permitted to approach 
“person of his Majesty, and that it was fit- 





















le House of. Commons.———Gentlemen, 
h was the public feeling ; but upon this, 
on a thousand occasions, the pub- 
feeling was, by the House of Commons, 








‘g that he.should. have been expelled 
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held in contempt. And how happened 
this? Gentlemen, I will tell you. Be- 
cause 151 individuals return a majority of 
that House. ‘This certainly ought not to 
be. (Loud applauses.) ‘Till this evil is 
remedied, we shall see no good times for 
Old England. (Applauses.) We have 
lately heard a great deal of the strenuous 
endeavours of the inhabitants of the Me- 
tropolis to put down the Private Boxes of 
Covent Garden Theatre—would to Heaven 
that I could see the same spirit rising in 
the country at large to put down the Pri- 
vate Boxes in St. Stephen’s Chapel. (Loud 
plaudits.) ‘Till placemen, pensioners, and 
jobbers, are swept trom the Benches of 
the Senate, how can we expect prudence 
in the granting, or economy in the ex- 
penditure of the Pubtic Money._—-I have 
seen a good housewife raise water from a 
pump that is out of order, on pouring a 
quantity of water dota the pump-stock ; this 
refreshment causes “,e sucker.to play, and 
produces a copious Stream, I leave it to your 
consideration, Gentiemen, whether some 
such process does ryt occasionally produce 
a copious stream of public money.—-—I| is 
doubtful, Gentleméa, whether we shall soon 
be able to do any thing on a large scale 
respecting Parliamentary Reform. We 
shall, however, in all probability, soon 
have an opportunity of doing something in 
the retail way. It is well known that dis- 
sention and mutual recrimination have 
shaken the foundation of ministerial power, 
When Parliament meets, things will be 
found, to adopt, General Gascoyne’s cele- 
brated expresswu, “to be at sixes and 
sevens.” (Adaugh.) Somuchso, indeed, 
that in all probability the gallant General 
may once more vote according to his 
conscience. (A laugh.) This phenome- 
non must forebode some great event, which 
event I tuke to be a dissolution of Parlia- 
ment. (Applauses.) Inthat case, lt trust, 
Gentlemen, that the ‘Town of Liverpool 
will second your endeavours, and that in 
lieu of our present Representatives, we 
shall return two men, who, without an 
selfish views of private emolyument, will 
dedicate their talents to the promotion of 
their Country’s good. 


AFFIDAVITS, 
Read in the Court of King’s Bench, in the 
Case of Wricut against Mr. W ARDLE. 
(From the Statesman.) 


Afiduzit of Simcon Bull, 
Simron Buus, of Holles-sty 
dish-square, in the County of 
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House-agent, maketh Oath, and saith, 
that in the month of June, 1508, the 
Plaintiff, above-named, with whom this 
Deponent was then unacquainted, applied 
to this Deponent, to take of him, this De- 
ponent, a ready furnished house in Holles- 
street aforesaid, for a Mrs. Farquhar, whom 
he described as alady coming from the 
country, by whom he wasemployed to look 
out for a house, which he was also employed 
to furnish for her. And this Deponent fur- 
ther saith, that he accordingly let his 
said house, and that Mrs. Clarke, assum- 
ing the name of Farquhar, came into 
and occupied it; but this Deponent finding 
out whom she was, went to the said Fran- 
cis Wright, and insisted upon Mrs. Clarke 
leaving the said house at the end of the 
month, which she diddo. Andthis De- 
ponent further saith, that the said Fran- 
cis Wright, the Plaintiff, and Captain 
Thompson, the brother of the said Mrs. 
Clarke, called upon this Deponent, and 
paid this Deponent the rent, and that there 
was a dispute between the said Plaintiff 
and Captain Thompson, asto the name in 
which the receipt should be given by this 
Deponent. 





Affidavit of Sarah Mumford. 

Saran Mumronp, of Holles-street, Ca- 
vendish-square, in the County of Mid- 
diesex, widow, maketh Oath, and saith, 
that she resides with Simeon Bull, of 
Holles-street, aforesaid, and his wife, and 
assists them in letting the houses belong- 
ing to the said Simeon Bull, and keeping 
of the accounts relative thereto. And this 
Deponent further saith, that in the month 
of June, 1808, she recollects the Plaintiff 
coming in the evening, with Mrs. Clarke, 
who passed by the name of Farquhar, to 
look at a house in Holles street, belonging 
to the said Simeon Bull. And this Depo- 
nent further saith, that she went over 
the said house with the said Plaintiff and 
Mrs. Clarke, and acquainted them with 
the terms thereof; and the said Plaintiff 
then told this Deponent that he had seen 
Mr. Bull that morning, and learnt the 
terms of him, and he informed this Depo- 
nent that Mrs. Clarke might stay in the 
house for a month or two, as he was 
looking out for a house which he was em- 
ployed to furnish for her. 


Affidavit of Joseph Curt. 
Josera Curt, of Coventry-street, Hay- 
market, in the County of Middlesex, 
Cofiee-House keeper, maketh oath and 








. (S24 005) 
saith, that in the month of October, }99 

Mrs. Mary-Anne Clarke, now of Wen. sae 
bourne-place, Chelsea, in the said County - = 
of Middlesex, but then of Bedford-place AlN 


Russell-square, in the same County, cali, wae 
ed upon this Deponent with one Captain - 
Thompson, whom this Deponent under. a 
stood to be her brother, for the Purpose of “a 


taking of this Deponent the house she now 
occupies in Westbourne-place aforesaid, 
And this Deponent further saith, that a 
the time Mrs. Clarke so came to this Depo- 
nent, she said her name was Farouliar, 
and referred this Deponent to the Plaintif 
above named ‘for a character. And this 
Deponent further saith, that he according! 

called upon the said Plaintiff for the chu 


turn! 
plac 
jn th 
pose 
Le p 
pe ts 
sent 
nent 





racter of Mrs. Clarke, whose name this - 
Deponent then understood to be Mrs. Farqu: C) J 
har: that he saw the said Plaintiff, and hel 
requested of him, as between one trades- nets 


man and another, to be candid; where. * 

upon the said Plaintiff assured this Deponeut 2cq 
he would be so; and told this Deponent Clar 
that Mrs. Farquhar was a most respectable 


Lady, that he had taken several thousands 4 
of pounds of her money, and that if he had es 
fifiy houses to let, she should have ber lene 
choice of them all.—And this Deponent whi 
further saith, that he then enquired of the vm 
said Plaintit! whether Mrs. Clarke, speak- he 
ing of her by the name of Farquhar, was And 
married or not, to which the said Plaintifl the 
replied, that he believed she had been the 
married, but whether her husband was a ti 
living or not he knew not. And tha wisl 
Deponent further saith, that being satisfied ial 


with the character he had so receiv ed from ee 
the said Plaintiff of the said Mrs. Clarke, nes 


he, this Deponent, expressed such his t. 
satisfaction to the said Plaintiff, and after lias 
wards acquainted Mrs. Clarke, that st “ae 
should have bis said house. An¢ this nen 
Deponent further saith, that he soon alter lied 


wards went to, and saw the said o fixt 
Clarke, in Bedford-place aforesaid, for' bou 











purpose of completing the arrangers he, 
about the terms of the said house; *™ Cla 
this Deponent, in a conversation wore ing 
then took place, thinking that the furn Fra 
ture which he saw was her own, resi of t 
to her, the said Mrs. Clarke, aad lea 
thought the furniture in Bedford-p Wr 
would suit the house she had omen Pla 
this Deponent; to which the ~~ i De 


Clarke replied, that the furniture eo bus 


Deponent, spoke of, was too old- | and 
and that sbe-eube intended to ete of 
her a few articles of it, such a5 ° a thir 
drawers, and that the said Plaintif Qui 
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180s, » new furnish for her the house in West-j due and not being paid, this Deponent 
West. pourne-place. And this Deponent further | employed Messrs. Robins to distrain for 
omy with, that some short time before the lease, | the said rent, and such rent was then paid 
eplace, which was granted by this Deponent to | by a bill or draft of the said Plaintiff, and 
\f call. liz. Farquhar, the mother of Mrs. Clarke, | the second quarter's rent was also paid 
‘Aptain was executed, and which lease was exe- | by a draft of the said Plaintiff on hie 
under. cuted and bears date on the 9th day of | bankers. 
Pose of November last, he, this Deponent, was re- pees 
he now tuning from the house in Westbourne- Affidavit of Sir Richard Phillips. 













oresaid, 
that at 
) Depo. 
ArQuhar, 


piace aforesaid, and met the said Plaintiff 
in the King’s Road, going there for the pur- 
pose, as the said Plaintiff then informed this 
Deponent, of taking measure for the car- 







>}, Mb . ; 

oper pets and fenders, to be put down in, and 
-- this xnt to the said house. And this Depo- 
he ete nent further saith, that it was only just 
ie Chie 


noid before the said 9th of November that this 
ml Deponent saw the mother of the said Mrs. 





























a Clarke, and was given to understand that 
sredeal the house was taken for her, and that the 
wherdl person he had before seen was her daugh- 
»ponent ter. But this Deponent did not become 
ponent acquainted with the real name of Mrs. 
cull Clarke, until after the execution of the 
anil said lease ; and when he did so, and found 
“he had out whom she was, he, this Deponent, 
ve tal jemonstrated with the said Plantiff for the 
ponent deception he had practised upon him, 
tof the which the said Plaintiff did not attempt to 
speak- deny, but told this Deponent he thought 

he had known whom Mrs. -Clarke was. 


ar, was 
aintift 
been 
dl was 
dd thw 
atistied 
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“Jarke, 
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And this Deponent further saith, that after 
the house had been so taken as aforesaid, 
the execution of the lease was delayed for 
atime, on account of the said Mrs. Clarke 
wishing not to pay this Deponent for the 
grates and other fixtures in the said house 
until the end of twelve months, when she 
a guainted this Deponent she should pur- 
chase of him the original lease of the said 
house, and for which purpose a clause is 
inserted inthe lease granted by this Depo- 
nent. Bat this Deponent saith, that 
having himself taken and paid for the said 
ixtures ata valuation at the time that he 


for the b es . 

sao ought the original lease of the said house, 
pre: he, this Deponent, objected to Mrs. 
abich Clarke’s proposal, and insisted upon hav- 


ing the money; whereupon the said 


. furn i . 

— Francis Wright, onthe day and at the time 
pat be of the execution of the said lease (which 
place lease is witnessed by the said Plaintiff, and 


Wm. Stokes, the Attorney of the said 
Plaintiff and of Mrs. Clarke), gave this 
Deponent a draft upon his bankers for one 
hundred and six pounds fourteen shillings 
and sixpence, the amount of the valuation 


yt him, 
| Mrs 
e, this 
jone, 


e with 


is and of the said grates and fixtures. And 
this Deponent further saith, that the first 
{warter's rent of the said house becoming 


7 we 








Sir Ricnarp Puituips, of Bridge-Street, 
Blackfriars, in the City of London, Knight, 
maketh Oath and saith, that on or about 
the Sth day of March last, this Deponent 
was applied to by Mrs. Mary Anne 
Clarke, of Westbourne-place, Chelsea, in 
the county of Middlesex, to publish her 
Memoirs, and certain Letters written to 
her by his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, which publication this Deponent 
declined to engage in. And this Depo- 
nent further saith, that in the latter end of 
the same month of March, this Deponent, 
under the supposition that he was the pro- 
prietor of the said book, was applied to by 
the Earl of Moira, and at his request com- 
menced a negotiation with Mrs. Clarke 
for the suppression of the said book about 
to be published by her as aforesaid. And 
this Deponent further saith, that in the 
course of the treaty for the publication of 
the said book, the said Mary Anne Clarke 
assigned, as a reason to this Deponent for 
making the most of the said publication, 
that she had 2,000/. to pay to Francis 
Wright, the Plaintiff above-named, for 
the furniture sent in by him to her house 
in Westbourne-place aforesaid. And when 
this Deponent afterwards negotiated with 
the said Mary Anne Clarke for the sup- 
pression of the said book, the said Mary 
Anne Clarke stated, that a sum of money 
must be given her for the payment of her 
debts; and amongst the debts enumerated 
by her, she, the said Mary Anne Clarke, 
mentioned the debt so due from her to the 
said Plaintiff as aforesaid. 





Affidavit of James Glenie, Esq. 

James Giense, of Woolwich, in the 
County of Kent, Esq. maketh Oath and 
saith, that on or about the idth day of 
December last, Mary Anne Clarke, of 
Westbourne-place, in the County of Mid- 
diesex, urged this Deponent, with tears 
in her eyes, to ask the Defendant, above 
named, to become answerable himself, or 
to procure some friend to be so to the 
Plaintiff above-named for the sum of 5001/1. 
to be paid in two or three months; and 
the said Mary Anne Clarke then repre- 
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serited to this Deponent, that she was dis- | tare sent into Westbourne-place 
tressed by the Piaintrfi’s pressing solicita- | 


tions for money. And this Deponent fur- 


ther saith, that he, this Deponent, then | 
informed the said Mary Anne Clarke, that | 


he could not think of asking the said De- 
fendant to comply with such her request, 


for that he, the Deponent, knew the De- | 
tendaft’s determination not to come under | 


any engagement to pay her debis, either 
to the Plaintiff or to any other person; 
but this Deponent observed to the said 
Mary Anne Clarke, that if she could point 
out any method of repaying the sum she 
wanted in three months, in that case he, 
this Deponent, would speak to the De- 
fendant on the subject, not doubting but 
that he, the Defendant, would, on such 
conditions, be disposed to assist her, the 
said Mary Anne Clarke, in getting some 
person or other to afford her such tempo- 
rary accommodation. 


And this De ponent | 


further saith, that the said Mary Anne | 


Clarke assured this Deponent, she should 
be able to repay the money in less than 


three months, out of the sale of a book she | 


wasaboutto publish. And this Deponent fur- 


ther saith, that soon after this conversation 
had passed between the said Mary Anne 
Clarke and this Deponent, the said De- 
fendant came, when this Deponent took 
him into the garden of the house in West- 
bourne-place, and there mentioned the re- 
quest the said Mary Anne Clarke had 
made. But this Deponent saith, that the 
Defendant refused to comply therewith ; 
and this Deponent further saith, that after- 
wards, and about the 20th of December, 
this Deponent, at the request of the De- 
fendant, called upon the Plaintiff to beg 
that he would not continue just then to 
press the said Mary Anne Clarke for mo- 
ney, and this Deponent in such conversa- 
tion then informed the Plaintitl, that it 
was impossible for the Defendant to pay 
or engage to pay the debts of the said 
Mary Anne Clarke, whether due to him, 
the said Plaintiff, or to any other person; 
and this Deponent further saith, that the 
said Plaintiffnever pretended to this Depo- 
nent, that there was any debt due to him 
from the said Defendant, or that the said 
Defendant had, in any manner, become or 
greed to become responsible for the fur- 
niture supplied by the Plaintiff and sent 
into the house at Westbourne-p!ace afore- 
said ; on the contrary thereof, this De 
nent says, the said Plaintiff represented to 
this Deponent, that he had given credit to 
the said Mary Anne Clarke, for the furni- 
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feo 


mn the 
hope that she would thereby be induced 


to repay him, the said Plaintiff, which } 
. : - ua 
Royal Highness the Duke of York he 
promised, but afterwards refused t, pay 
and this Depenent further saith, he call 
lects a conversation afterwards tak * 
place between this Deponent and the sai 
Mary Anne Clarke, in which this Depo. 
nent observed, that, in the opinion ot i 
Deponent, it would be more to the ; 
of the said Mary Anne Clarke if, eons: J 
ing her situation, she: had a smaller hovs 
and less expensive furniture. And this 
Deponent further saith, that the said Mary 
Anne Clarke appearing displeased at this 
Deponent’s remark, he, this Deponent, in- 
formed her, that several of her triends con. 
curred with him, this Deponent, in op. 
nion; and that he, this Deponent, had 
heard the Defendant make the same re- 
mark; to which the said Mary Anne 
Clarke, as this Deponent wel! remember, 
replied, “ What is it to Colonel Ward 
what house and furniture I have ?—he is 
not to pay for it.” And this Deponent 
further saith, that he was subpanaed onthe 
part of the Plaintiff, and attended upon 
the trial ef the said cause, but was notcail- 
ed or examined ; and this Deponent says, 
he well remembers that the said Defend- 





Ne 
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ant was anxious that this Deponent should | 


be examined as a witness on his part, anc 
actually sent this Deponent, with Majer 
Dodd, into Court for that purpose. 





Affidavit of Richard Stonehewer Itlingsor 

Ricnanp Sronenewer ILiicworts 
of Pall-Mall, in the County of Middleses, 
wine-merchant, maketh oath, and salt), 
That in or about the latter end of the 
month of Dec. last, this Deponent ¥% 
applied to by Major Dodd, who dealt 
with this Deponent as a wine-merchant, 0 
give his acceptance to the Plaintt! we 
5001. on account of Mrs. Clarke, and 
take her note for the same sum, which 
Major Dodd assured this Deponent aoe 
Clarke would be able to pay when !t £ 
came due. And this Deponent further 
saith, that he was before this time wae 
quainted with the Defendant, never having 
seen him but once ; and that Major a 
proposed as a guarantee to this Depone a 
to give his acceptance to this —. 
for 2501. and the Defendant’s accep? 
for 250/. both which’ last ment a ae 
ceptances were to become due beiore 
acceptance to be given by this eee 
to the Plaintiff, but after the note 
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ven bvMrs. Clarke should fall due : and 
shis Deponent further saith, that having 
,oreed to comply with Major Dodd’s re- 
est, he, this Deponent, went to Mrs. 
-e. and told her that he came there 


\ Aree, 


« the desire of the said Major Dodd, and 


that if she would give her note for 500/. he, 
this Deponent, would accept the Plain- 
of’s bill for that sum. And this Depo- 
nent further saith, that Mrs. Clarke did 
sve this Deponent her note, dated the 
oth of December last for 500/. payable 
ree months after the date thereof, but 
which note was never honoured ; and that 
he, this Deponent, thereupon accepted the 
Plaintiti’s bill for the said sum of 500I. 
And this Deponent further saith, that at 
the time of this Deponent’s calling upon 
the Plaintiff to give his acceptance for the 
Sool he knew nothing of any dealings be- 
tween the Plaintiff and Defendant, nor had 
he ever heard of any investigation about 
io be instituted by the said Defendant in 
the House of Commons ; nor did the De- 
fendant, or the said Major Dodd, express 
any wish that their names should be kept 
secret. And this Deponent further saith, 
atatthe time he called upon the said Plain- 
‘il, no conversation passed between the said 
Pla nuifand this Deponent, respecting the 
said Defendant or Major Dodd, nor was 
ether of their names mentioned or re- 
rred to in conversation by this Deponent 
or the said Plaintiff, for this Deponent says 
be was but a few minutes with the said 
until, and merely mentioned to him 
hat he came to give his acceptance for 
“Os on account of Mrs, Clarke. And this 
Veponent further saith, that when he call- 
“2 Upon Mrs. Clarke, he acquainted her 
that he caine there at the desire of Major 
Dodd, and that upon her giving this De- 
ponent her note for 500l. he this Depo- 
nent would call, as he afterwards did do, 
and give the Plaintiff his acceptance for 
reg And this Deponent further saith, 
‘hat nothing ever passed between this De- 
ponent and Major Dodd, and Mrs, Clarke, 
¥: the Plaintiff, or any or either of them, 
Mg sg: this Deponent was induced 
‘lieve, or given to understand, that 


‘he said Defendant had ordered, or was 


el, or in any manner responsible, to 
by Are. Plaintiff for the furniture sent In 
Y him to the said house at Westbourne- 
sn ®. And this Deponent further saith, 
— he was subpoenaed by the said Plain- 
= ae trial of the said cause, but was 
meal alled or examined ; but this Deponent, 
‘ell regollects, that the said Defendant 
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was anxious that this Deponent should be 
examined on his behalf. 


Or 


Errata in Mr. Newenham’s Letter, in 
Register of 4th inst. 
P. G83, |. 46, for trial, read trials 
G84, 1. 58, for imperative, read imope- 
rative 
l. 34, after or insert emolument 
1. 23, for it is read is it 
l. 24, for upon read under 
25, for that read the 
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SwepEN AND Russta.— Treaty of Peace be- 
tween Sweden and Russia. Dated 5-17th 
Sept. 1809.—(Continued from p, 768.) 


V. The sea of Aland, (Alands Haf) the 
Gulph of Bothnia, and the rivers of 'Tornea 
and Muonio, shall hereafter form the fron- 


tier between Russia and the kingdom of 


Sweden.—The nearest islands, at an equal 
distance from the main land of Aland and 
Finland, shall belong to Russia, and those 
which are nearest to the Swedish coast 
shall belong to Sweden.-—The most ad- 
vanced points of the Russian territory, at 
the mouth of the river of Tornea, shall be 
the isle of Bjorken, the port of Rentehamn, 
and the peninsula on which the town of 
Tornea stands. ‘The frontier shall then be 
extended along the river Tornea, to the 
confluence of the two branches of that 
river, near Kengis. Jt shall then follow 
the course of the river Muonio, passing in 
the front of Muonioniska, Muonio Otreby, 
Palajoeus, Rultane, Enontekis, Kelottijor- 
foi, Paitiko, Nuimaka, Raunula and hilpis- 
jaure, to Norway.—lIn the course of the 
rivers Tornea and Muonio, such as it has 
been described, the islands situated to the 
east of the Thalwag shal! belong to Russia, 
and those to the west of the Thalwag to 
Sweden.—Immediately after the exchange 
of the ratifications, engineers shall be ap- 
pointed on each side, who shall proceed to 
the before-mentioned places, to fix the 
limits along the rivers Tornea and Muonioe, 
according to the above described line. 

VI. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias having already given the most 
manifest proofs of the clemency and jus- 
tice with which he has resolved to govern 
the inhabitants of the countries which he 
has acquired, by generously, and of his 
own spontaneous act, assuring to them the 
free exercise of their religion, rights, pro- 
perty, and privileges, his Swedish Majesty 














$31] 
considers himself thereby dispensed from 
performing the otherwise sacred duty of 
making reservations in the above respects, 
in favour of his former subjects. 

VII. On the signature of the present 
Treaty, information thereof shall be trans- 
mitted immediatelv, and with the greatest 
celerity, to the Generals of the respective 
armies, and hostilities shall entirely cease 
on both sides, both by sea and land. 
Those acts of hostility which may in the 
mean time be committed, shall be regard- 
ed as null, and shall not infringe this treaty. 
Whatever may be, during the intervening 
period, taken or conquered, on the one side 
or the other, shall be faithfully restored. 

VII. Within four weeks after the ex- 
change of the Ratifications of the present 
Treaty, the troops of his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia shall evacuate West Both- 


nia, and repass the river Tornea—During | 


the said four weeks, there shall be made 
no requisition of any kind whatever on the 
inhabitants ; and the Russian army shall 
draw its supplies and subsistence from its 
own magazines, established in the towns 
of West Bothnia.—If during the negocia- 
tions, the Imperial troops have penetrated 
in any other direction into the Kingdom 
of Sweden, they shall evacuate the coun- 
tries they have occupied, in virtue of the 
before stipulated conditions. 

IX. All the prisoners of war, made on 
either side, by sea or land, and, all the 
hostages delivered during the war, shal! 
be restored in mass, and without ransom, 
ai speedily as possible; but at the latest 
within three months, reckoning from the 
exchange of the ratifications ; but if any 
prisoners may be prevented by sickness, 
or other cause, from returning into their 
country within the period specified, they 
shall not thereby be considered as having 
forfeited the right stipulated above. They 
shall be obliged to discharge, or to give 
security for, the debts they may have con- 
tracted, during their captivity, with the 
inhabitants of the country in which they 
may have been detained.—The expences 
which may have been incurred by the 
High Contracting Parties, for all subsis- 
tence and maintenance of the prisoners, 
shall be reciprocally renounced, and pro- 
vision shall respectively be made for their 
subsistence, and the expence of their 
journey to the frontiers of both places, 
where commissioners from their Sove- 
reigns shall be directed to receive them.— 
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The Finland soldiers and seamen are, 
on the part of his Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia, excepted from ‘this restitution 
with reference to the eapitulations which 
have taken place, if they grant them 
different right.—The Military and other 
Officers, natives of Finland, who may 
wish to remain, shall enjoy that privileve 
and the full exercise of all their rights 
over their property, debts, and effects, 
which they have now, or may hereafter 
have, inthe kingdom of Sweden, on the 
footing of the 10th Article of the present 
Treaty. 

X. The Fins now in Sweden, as wel] 
as the Swedes now in Finland, shall be 
at full liberty to return into their respec- 
tive countries, and to dispose of their pro- 
| perty, moveable and immoveable, without 
|paying any duty of removal, or any 
other impost due on the like occasions.— 
The subjects of the two High Powers, 
established in either country, Sweden or 
Finland, shall have full liberty to esta- 
blish themselves in the other, during the 
space of three years, frem the date of the 
exchange of the ratification of the present 
Treaty ; but shall be held to sell or alic- 
nate, during the said period, to any sub- 
ject of the Power whose dominion they 
desire to quit.—The property of those who, 
at the expiration of the above term, have 
not complied with this regulation, shall 
be sold at a public sale, by authority of 
ihe Magistrate, and the produce thereoi 
delivered to the owners.—During the three 
years above fixed, it shall be allowable to 
all to make such use as they may please 
of their property, the peaceable enjoyment 
of which is formally secured and gui 
ranteed to them.—They may, themselves, 
or their agents, pass freely from one state 
to the other, in order to manage thetr 
affairs, without experiencing any obstacle 
whatever, in consequence of their quality 
of subjects of the other power. 

XI. There shall henceforth be @ per 
petual oblivion of the past, and a gene 
amnesty for the respective subjects, ee 
opinions, in favour of one or the 0 
the High Contracting Parties during 
present war, may have them 
pected or liable to punishment. N 


shall hereafter be instituted against 5% 
on such grounds. If any proc on 
been commenced, it shall be an 
superseded, and no new 


be commenced. To 
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